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FAITH 
By Maude A. Steenburg 


HE Lord may sometimes seem to be 
So very far away— 
But He is close enough to me 
To hear me when I pray. 


For He is near enough to see 
The little sparrow fall; 

So I am very sure that He 
Will hear me when I call. 


And oh, I am so glad to know 
That He will understand, 

And if I trust Him, as I go, 
The Lord will hold my hand. 


There Is a Price To Pay 


Salvation is a gift, but it costs to be 
a useful instrument in God’s hands. God 
uses many tools to shape and polish 
those who are willing to be conformed 
to His will. Some years ago the writer 
watched a silversmith at work on a beau- 
tiful silver bowl. Surprised at the 
number of instruments laid ready to his 
hand, the onlooker asked how many he 
had, and the artist replied that he had 
over two hundred. He knew just which 
ones to choose to draw a fine line, to 
cut a little deeper, to round off a sharp 
corner, and to put the last, delicate 
touches on the fine design. But the 
silver bowl submitted without complaint 


to the turning and the cutting and the 
polishing. Doubtless Dr. Robert W. 
Hambrook, president of Honolulu Bible 
College and Seminary, was harking back 
to some of his own experiences when he 
wrote to the Editor: “In one of your 
recent letters you told how you write 
your editorials for THe SunDAyY ScHOOL 
TrmeEs. Do you have one on the COST 
of being one of His CHOICE ones? The 
other morning we had a missionary, his 
wife, and five children staying with us 
before going to Manila, and read the 
Transfiguration account for our time of 
worship. Thinking it over afterwards, 
I thought of those invited to that par- 
ticular event in the life of our Saviour, 
and wondered what was the price paid 
for the privilege. At the time, the de- 
tails of the lives of Moses and Elijah 
were known, but as yet Peter, James, 
and John still had the smell of the fish- 
erman’s nets on them, but they paid the 
cost later. I am wondering if Paul re- 
ferred to the cost of being choice before 
God when he mentioned infirmities, re- 
proaches, necessities, persecutions, and 
distresses in 2 Corinthians 12:10. What 
doés a Hudson Taylor, a George Mueller, 
a Charles Finney, a Moody pay for his 
place before God?” Undoubtedly Paul 
was thinking of the cost of being in the 
front lines for God when he wrote of 


“ 


Angels in 


An unpublished sermon by the 


“Jacob went on his way, and the angels 
of God met him” (Gen. 32:1). 


E ARE close enough to the be- 

W ginning of the year to welcome 
some authentic word which may 

enable us to look out with confidence 
and courage over the unknown and un- 
tried way which is opening before us. 


The challenge of what is hidden is al- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the Lord, he it is that doth 
go before thee; he will be with 
thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be 
dismayed” (Deut. 31:8). 























those five kinds of difficulties; for he 
had just said that he would glory in his 
infirmities that the power of Christ 
might rest upon him, and he added, “For 
when I am weak, then am I strong.” 
Deborah and Barak paid a high tribute 
to two of the tribes when they said, 
“Zebulun and Naphtali were a people 
that jeoparded their lives unto the death 
in the high places of the field” (Judges 
5:18). David’s mighty men attained 
their high place only by risking their 
lives for love of their king. One was 
Eleazar, who “arose, and smote the Phil- 
istines until his hand was weary, and his 
hand clave unto the sword: and the 
Lord wrought a great victory that day” 
(2 Sam. 23:10). The Lord Jesus had His 
three close friends, whom He took with 
Him up on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
and who were with Him at other times 
of crisis. If the histories of all the men 
and women who are outstanding in God’s 
service today were known, it would 
probably be found that every one, at 
some time, has been broken, and has 
had burned into his heart the meaning 
of the Lord’s words when He said, “If 
any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me” (Matt. 16:24). Death to 
self is the cost of being one of God’s 
choice ones, 


b 4 


the Path 


late Rev. Dr. Stuart Holden 


ways a searching one, and never more 
so than when we stand on the thres- 
hold of a New Year. That we may meet 
strange, surprising, and possibly even 
unprecedented experiences, in circum- 
stances which are even now shaping 
themselves, we are all aware. Our 
knowledge of the past confirms such an 
apprehension as being not at all un- 
likely. Yet we cannot, we must not, 
as Christian men and women, allow 
ourselves to be intimidated by what we 
do not know. For what we do know, 
even though we know it only in part, 
is sufficient to give us firm ground for 
fullest confidence. We can actually 
greet the unknown with a cheer; and 
that not of forced gaiety. For what 
is mystery to us is history to our Lord. 
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The path that opens out before us is 
prepared for us to walk in by inerrant 
wisdom and unfailing love. Whatever 
else we may meet as we pursue it, we 
Shall find also angels there; and as we 
go forth in pledged loyalty to Him we 
shall surely encounter them to our com- 
fort, and help, and encouragement. 

Both the Old and New Testaments 
tell freely of their activity as the 
messengers and agents of Heaven, the 
divine emissaries who bring the help 
of the Lord in variant form to His peo- 
ple, those ministers of His who do His 
pleasure. Many of their most vivid stories 
are associated with their activity, and 
some of its most assuring promises also. 
Who does not gratefully recall, for in- 
stance, that “the angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them”? (Psa. 34:7.) 
And that “he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways’? 
(Psa. 91:11.) The record is plain and 
convincing that Jesus Himself both as- 
sumed the existence of the angels in 
His teaching, and welcomed their aid in 
His own life-experiences. He declared, 
indeed, that “legions of angels” were 
always available to Him; and promised 
that one characteristic of that life of 
discipleship to which He called men 
should be the bestowment upon them of 
an open vision of “the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man” (John 1:51). All of which 
combines to assure us that the an- 
ticipation of angels in the path, along 
that new stretch of life’s road upon 
which we are just beginning to jour- 
ney, is no fanciful nor morally mean- 
ingless figure of speech. There can 
be nothing unpractical, nothing unre- 
lated to actual situations and prospective 
needs, in the consideration of that divine 
provision for the communication to our 
lives of essential power—of guidance, 
restraint, knowledge, courage, and rein- 
forcement—which is the very heart of 
the Gospel. 

The story of Jacob affords illustra- 
tion of this very thing. He was return- 
ing home along a singularly unromantic 
road. Twenty years before he had taken 
the same road adventuresomely in the 
opposite direction, with an experience 
behind him in which was mingled shame, 
and fear, and a disturbed conscience— 
and an angry brother—and an amazing 
vision of the angels of God. But dur- 
ing the intervening years he had not 
had much to do with angels. As a mat- 
ter of fact, what he was doing all that 
time would have driven all the angels 
away, except a few—the angel of re- 
proof, and the angel of warning, perhaps. 
For he was engaged, for the most part, 
in mean scheming and systematic fraud 
against _Laban his kinsman, tricking 
him, feathering his own nest at his ex- 
pense. And there is nothing in common 


between such life-determination and the 
angel host, 
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Now it has all come to an end. It is 
necessary now for him to go back to his 
homeland; and within himself he finds 
an impulse to do so which he cannot 
resist. But there is no ecstasy of ad- 
venture in the journey this time. The 
alluring romance of the unknown, the 
sense of getting away from himself, has 
gone. Everything has changed. There 
are no dreams now to thrill his mind 
and quicken his steps. Memories reso- 
lutely kept in the background, sternly 
repressed or ignored during the years 
of grasping and fortune-making, now 
become disconcertingly intrusive and 
persistent. Hidden things came to light, 
and forced themselves upon his atten- 
tion. And they were not pleasant to 
look upon. He who had thought himself 
master of his fate was now mastered by 
his fears. He could no longer handle 
the situation; he was in the hands of 
circumstances which were too strong for 
him. There was a reckoning, long de- 
ferred, to be made with Esau his brother, 
and it could be deferred no longer. He 
had been a lonely man at Bethel twenty 
years ago; he was still lonelier now; and 
he had long since lost track of the angels 
who had transformed his loneliness then; 
but the angels Kad not lost track of 
him. And, lo, suddenly and without 
warning, they stood in his path to re- 
mind him that'God had not forgotten 
him, and to assure him that though he 
had drifted, he had not drifted beyond 
His love and care. They brought home 
to him the fact that there was a much 
more pressing problem than that of his 
getting right with Esau; it was that of his 
getting right with God. 

This entire incident is just a picture 
of life as we may expect to find it dur- 
ing our own further journeying. It may 
be that, from whatever cause, we dis- 
cover ourselves today apprehensive, 
anxious, and fearful. Looking out we 
may see the immediate stretch of the 
high road; it may appear to us to be 
beset with unavoidable difficulty, and 
altogether unpromising of anything like 
happiness, or the realization of long-cher- 
ished hope. Some of us may even see 
the road before us taking a downward 
dip. For others, former enthusiasms 
have ebbed; their zest in those things 
that are commandingly Christian has, 
somehow, declined; their resilience of 
mind and spirit is, by no means, what 
it was. We all of us know only too well 
that along the road, waiting for us just 
round the next corner, are the old, 
familiar difficulties—of ways and means, 
of financial] insecurity, of undermined 
health, of irksome claims and duties. 
There are new difficulties also which are 
certain to confront us. And again, an- 
ticipating the future in the light of past 
experience, there are probably the same 
disheartening disappointments, both with 
things and people. Until it is not too 
much to say that, looking out upon the 
beckoning road, life looks to us alto- 
gether difficult and dispiriting. All of 
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which may be true without being the 
whole truth. For there are angels in the 
path as well! 

How do we know this? In the first 
place, because the Bible is full of it; 
unless, of course, we are prepared to 
shut our eyes, and our ears, to its plain 
declarations and their significance, and 
delude ourselves into believing that 
Bible days were, somehow, different 
from these days. For instance, it tells 
how Abraham, and Hagar, and Lot, and 
Gideon, and Elijah, and Elisha, and 
Joshua, and Daniel, and David each met 
angels in the path. It tells also of angels 
who were in the pathway of Mary and 
Joseph, and of a group of shepherds, and 
of Peter, and Philip, and Cornelius, and 
John, and Paul. Not to mention the 
angels who ministered to Jesus in the 
wilderness, and in the Garden. And 
those others who heralded His resurrec- 
tion, and declared His coming again. 
And those also who rejoice over the 
return of penitent sinners to the family 
of God. 

(Continued on page 1114) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Times Honor Roll 


For many years I have taken THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, and have found 
it to be truly a magazine following 
the Bible. In these last years of 
churches becoming so modern, and 
leaving the old fundamental truths of 
God’s Word, I thank God for your 
magazine. .. 

Upon your roll of subscribers is a 
man by the name of Mr. F. W. But- 
trey, who has taken your paper for 
over fifty years, and who always gets 
subscriptions from others for your 
magazine. Now Mr. Buttrey is almost 
eighty-four years old, and he is near- 
ing the gates to the Beautiful City; 
in fact, he is so near its joy shows in 
his face. He has for all these many 
years been so faithful to THE SuNpbAy 
ScHoo, Times. For him no other re- 
ligious paper can compare... . 

May your paper continue for many 
years. You are on my prayer list for 
God to bless all the staff, that they 
may stay steadfast in His will and 
print only the true Gospel.—An Okla- 
homa reader. 


THE Sunpay ScHoot Times is very 
grateful for such friends as the writer 
of this letter, and Mr. Buttrey. He is on 
what is called the Times “Honor Roll,” 
which includes those who have taken 
the Times for more than fifty years and 
who thereafter receive it free of charge. 
At present the Honor Roll contains 142 
persons, among whom are doubtless 
many others who are either Club Secre- 
taries, or who help to secure other sub- 
scribers from time to time. The prac- 
tical and prayerful support of these 
many friends means much to THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMEs. 
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ll. The Christ-Centered Life . 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


Its motive: doing God's will 





think about the subject of a Christ- 

centered life. Every normal Chris- 
tian’s life should be Christ-centered, and 
the fact that so few of us are normal in 
the sight of God and as judged from 
His viewpoint is one of the greatest rea- 
sons for the weakness of our influence 
with others and for the lack of interest 
on the part of so many in the Gospel 
and all that it means. 

I pointed out last week that the center 
of this life as God planned it is the per- 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ. We will 
go on from there and think of its motive, 
His will. There are a number of verses 
of Scripture which set forth this truth, 
but I will mention only two of them 
at this time. The first one is found in 
2 Corinthians 5:15 (A.S.V.), and reads, 
“And he died for all, that they that live 
should no longer live unto themselves, 
but unto him who for their sakes died 
and rose again.” The other verse is 
Philippians 2:13 (A.S.V.), which reads, 
“For it is God who worketh in you both 
to will and to work, for his good pleas- 
ure.” These verses both set forth the 
same great motive for the life of every 
true child of God. Every one of us 
should live, not unto ourselves but unto 
Him, and God is carrying on His work 
in our lives that we may want to do so 
and then actually will work for His 
good pleasure, that is, in a way that 
shall result in the fulfillment of His 
good purposes for our development and 
growth in grace. 


T' last week's article we began to 


The Two-Compartment Fallacy 

The more we think through the mean- 
ing of these two verses, the more we 
shall come to realize that much of peo- 
ple’s thinking today is based on a great 
fallacy. The fallacy lies in dividing our 
lives into two compartments—the sacred 
and the secular. So many people feel 
that if they go to church on Sunday and 
do what they call their religious duties, 
the rest of their time they can spend 
pretty much as they please and that the 
Lord is not particularly interested in 
what they do or how they do it. They 
like to divide their lives into these two 
sections and live them out independent 
of each other. It is hardly necessary 
for me to say to you that such ideas 
are not to be found anywhere in Scrip- 
ture and are indeed terribly wrong all 
the way through. God is not a taskmas- 
ter who demands that we dg certain 
things for Him on certain days and then, 
when we have accomplished them, gives 
us a holiday in which we con do any- 
thing we like as long as it is not an 
actual sin. In order to redeem us and 
make us His own He gave His only be- 


There is a mistaken idea, but one 
that is very prevalent, among pro- 
fessing Christians that much of the 
joy goes out of life when one makes 
a full surrender to God and deter- 
mines to do His will at all times and 
in all places. Dr. Soltau gives good 
reasons why this is a delusion. This 
is the second article in his series of 
eight on making Christ the center of 
life. Dr. Soltau is pastor of the First 
Evangelical Church in Memphis, 
Tenn., and broadcasts every Sunday 
at 10.15 a.m. over WMC, Memphis. 








gotten Son, and He gave Himself, and He 
has therefore every right to expect us 
to give ourselves—body, soul, and spirit 
—to Him in order that the glorious pur- 
pose of His death for us and in our 
place may be perfectly accomplished. 

The thing that I want to emphasize at 
this time is that God has a plan for each 
of His children that covers every phase 
and department of their lives. That 
plan is the outworking of His holy will. 
If therefore we desire to be well-pleas- 
ing unto Him, we must seek to live out 
that plan each moment of every day. 
There are no off-duty seasons in the 
life of a true Christian. It is his duty 
to make every minute count for the glory 
of the Lord and for the fulfillment of His 
divine will and His magnificent purposes. 
At first sight I suppose this sounds rather 
rigid and grim, but it is only because 
we have failed to think it through. Let 
me make some preliminary statements 
which I believe will help you to see 
things more clearly. 

1. God’s will for each of His children 
is their highest and best development. 
That means that God desires for you 
and for me that we shall grow and de- 
velop in the best possible way. »« That 
will include our spiritual, first of all, 
and also our mental and physical natures. 
To obey God’s will was never meant to 
deprive us of the right kind of pleasure 
or to dwarf our personalities in any way 
—in fact, just the opposite. 

2. God’s plan includes the details just 
as it includes the major decisions. I 
think of the Apostle Paul sitting in his 
prison cel] at Rome in the gloomy dun- 
geon, knowing that his end was rapidly 
approaching and that before long he 
would meet his death by the execu- 
tioner’s ax. In writing to his young 
friend and son in the faith. Timothy, 
he directs him as follows: “The cloak 
that I left at Troas with Carpus. bring 
when thou comest, and the books, espe- 
cially the parchments.” I believe in the 
full inspiration of the words of’ Scrip- 


ture and I firmly believe that the Holy 
Spirit put it into Paul’s heart to inscribe 
those words in order to give us an illus- 
tration or an example of the way in 
which He, the Spirit of God, is keenly 
interested in al] the details of our lives 
and is ready so to guide us even in them, 
that in all things’ we may live to the 
honor and glory of the Lord, who for 
our sakes died and rose again. 

It is so often in the details that we 
fail to glorify the Lord just because it 
is in connection with them that we fail 
to seek His guidance or to seek to please 


Him. So much of what we call good 
works or church work fails to please 
Him, because it is not done to please 


Him as much as it is done to secure a 
reputation or to please ourselves. With 
those inferior motives at the back of it, 
it naturally follows that so often the 
spirit that characterizes is one of self- 
ishness or pride, so that those whom we 
seek to help and perhaps to win are 
only driven further and further away 
through hurt feelings and misunder- 
standings. As we all know, the machines 
that are complex and composed of many 
small parts and bearings are very easily 
put out of commission through the mal- 
adjustment of just one smal] part. In 
exactly the same way, as we are seeking 
to do God's will for us and to serve 
Him faithfully, it is so easy to fall down 
in what we may regard as small and 
unimportant matters and thus to ruin 
the whole witness of our lives. 

Laying Aside the Old “I” and “My” 
-The whole secret lies in keeping our 
own selves and our own desires out of 
sight. The old “I” and “my” have to 
be laid aside and His will and His de- 
sires for me put into first place in my 
heart and my consideration. The Apostle 
Paul voiced this thought when he wrote, 
“I buffet my body, and bring it into 


bondage” (1 Cor. 9:27). He was anxious 
to keep himself out of sight that the 
Lord might be glorified. He desired 


above everything that the will of the 
Lord might be perfectly fulfilled in his 
own life and was unconcerned about 
his own comfort and reputation. As he 
wrote on another occasion to his friends 
in Philippi, “According to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that in nothing 
shall I be put to shame, but that with 
all boldness, as always, so now also 
Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether by life, or by death” (Phil. 
1:20, A.S.V.). 

The perfect illustration of this is found 
in the prayer of the Lord Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, when He asked 
that, if possible, the cup might pass from 
Him, but concluded with the sentence, 
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“Nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done.” Just as He came into the world 
to fulfill the will of the Father, so He 
has sent us out to fulfill His will and 
in so doing to reach the highest possible 
standards of true living. This will mean, 
in an ever-increasing degree, that we 
grow up into the beautiful likeness of 
our Lord Himself and become fit instru- 
ments in His hands to accomplish His 
purposes, and rea] exhibits of His grace; 


that through us the world may be en- 
abled to see what the grace of the Lord 
can accomplish in the life of anyone who 


is ready to commit himself unreservedly 
into the hands of the Lord, and 


will 
live for Him and for Him alone, under 
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all circumstances and before all people. 
May God give to each one of us the 
grace that we need to live at all times 
“unto him,” that-in all things His will 
may be accomplished in us and He may 
be glorified. 

Our Heavenly Father, teach us, we 
pray, to know Thy will. Teach us 
not only to know it, but to learn 
daily to apply it to every detail of 
our lives, so that in all things we 
may be well-pleasing unto Thee. 
Grant to us increasingly the faith to 
pray to Thee, even as Thy Son 
prayed, “Not my will, but thine, be 
done.” In His name we ask it. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


Xl. A Jewish Philosophy Student Finds the Lord 


As he reads the New Testament and is convinced of its truth 


EADERS may recall that the third 

article in this series told of our visit 
to the “Church of the Loaves and Fishes,” 
on the shore of Galilee. About two 
weeks after our visit to that memorable 
spot, we received the following remark- 
able letter from a Jewish man who had 
received one of our Hebrew-English 
Scripture Booklets at that time: 


When I was at the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee in the Passover season, near 
the Church of the Loaves and Fishes, 
a motorcar stopped for atime. A lady 
left the car and distributed copies of 
a Hebrew-English booklet containing 
the Gospel of Matthew and other 
Scripture portions... . 

My comrades were very displeased 
at the lady’s activity and did not spare 
to make hateful remarks about her. I, 
being the only one of them with a fair 
knowledge of the New Testament, let 
them calm down, and then I gave them 
my ideas of Christ. In the evening, 
I read to them passages of Matthew 
and Mark, and the Epistles to the 
Corinthians. Then, where there had 
been hatred in the morning, there was 
respect and love in the evening. 

I am a Jew, loving and knowing the 
Old Testament. The Jewish ecclesia, 
however, are to me “sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor. 
13:1). Long years of study of philos- 
ophy have had their results. Reading 
Plato, Spinoza, Hume, Locke, has made 
me a skeptic: and Kant turned me, 
by his “Criticism of Pure Reason” to 
an atheist. Eight months ago I got a 
copy of the New Testament and I was 
changed, .. . I succeeded in getting a 
copy of the New Testament in classical 
Greek. Since then there is hardly an 
evening that I have not spent in read- 
ing it. 

And this is why I am writing to you. 
The reading of the New Testament 
was a revelation. My rest is gone. I 
now feel the truth of what is written 
in 2 Corinthians 1:9. “But we had the 
sentence of death in ourselves.” 

On the one hand: if the reading of 





By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


the New Testament became the experi- 
ence of my life. no wonder that I feel 
inclined to become a Christian. On 
the other hand, if I do that openly, no 
doubt I would lose my job and never 
get another; and though I have no 
family I must make my living. But 
if I do it not, after hearing the voice 
of Christ, how can I live! 

It is a terrible dilemma! Is there 
any way out? I would be glad if you 
would answer this letter. I am also 
agreeing to meet you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jok. 

We gladly answered Jok’s letter and 
gave him a cordial invitation to come to 
visit us in Jerusalem. 

Jok came by bus from northern Israel 
to see us in Jerusalem. He spent a night 
and a day with us. He has a nice, hon- 
est, open countenance, and keen, in- 
telligent blue eyes. At our first eve- 
ning meal together we sat around 
the table, an open Bible before us, and 
talked of the things of the Lord. We 
found that Jok realized that he was a 
sinner, and that he believed that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God, and that He 
died for him on the cross. But he was 
definite in his statement that he could 
not openly confess his faith. He ex- 
claimed, “Oh, that there might be an- 
other Jewish believer in our village, a 
man, who would stand with me in con- 
fessing faith in Christ.” 

While we, were witnessing to him, a 
Hebrew-Christian missionary and his 
wife dropped in to see us for a few mo- 
ments. When they found this Jewish 
inquirer in our home they were de- 
lighted. The Hebrew-Christian friend 
gave Jok his own testimony of how he 
had found the Lord; and how the Lord 
had brought him from philosophy to 
Christ through reading the New Testa- 
ment. He also told our Jewish visitor 
how he had given up his position for 
the sake of Christ, and how the Lord 
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had never failed him, but had provided 
for all the needs of himself and his wife 
and children. We are sure that Jok will 
not soon forget that testimony. 

Later, when we were alone with Jok, 
we asked him to tell us how he became 
so deeply interested in reading the New 


Testament. He gladly told us the story, 
saying: 
About eleven years ago, during 


World War II, I was a soldier in the 
Eighth British Army commanded by 
General Bernard Montgomery. One of 
the British officers from South Africa 
felt that I had done him a kindness, 
and in return he presented me with 
a copy of the New Testament. I ac- 
cepted the book but had little or no 
interest in it, and did not-read it. How- 
ever, I kept it, and put it among the 
books in my library. 

The years passed, and about eight 
months ago I was writing a thesis on 
philosophy. I was reading Schopen- 
hauer, and came across a quotation 
which I thought was from the writ- 
ings of Voltaire, and I wanted to verify 
it. I went to my library shelf to get 
my copy of Voltaire. As I pulled it 
down from the shelf, a little book fell 
out. It was the copy of the New Tes- 
tament that my officer-friend had given 
me eleven years ago. 

I went back to my desk, and 
strangely enough instead of bringing 
back the copy of Voltaire, I found in 


my hand the New Testament! It was 
such a strange occurrence that I 


laughed to myself. The passage that 
I was looking for was a particularly 
acid attack on Christianity, and here 
I had in my hand a copy of the very 
book that Voltaire had derided. 

I opened the New Testament at ran- 
dom and my eyes fell on the words, 
“Father, forgive them: for they know 
not what they do.” 

These words had an immediate and 
tremendous effect on me. I asked my- 
self, “What philosophy is this that 
would make a man who was suffering 
great, intense agony pray for the very 
enemies who had crucified him?” 

I put my thesis aside, and sat on the 
side of my bed pondering for a long 
time over the words I had read. I 
have never worked on the thesis again 
since that night! 

From that time I began to read the 
little book each night when I came 
home from work, after the evening 
meal] was over. I gave myself whole- 
heartedly to the reading of the New 
Testament. I had read Plato and 
Aristotle, and other philosophers, in 
the original Greek language. So I 
made diligent search in Israel and 
finally secured a copy of the New Tes- 
tament in Greek. It has become my 
delight, and I often read it until mid- 
night. 

It was Friday evening, shortly before 


the Jewish Sabbath began at sunset, that 
Jok had arrived in Jerusalem. On Sat- 
urday morning we took him to a Gospel 
service 
Some Gospel services are held on Satur- 
day as it is the national Jewish-Sabbath 


in the home of a missionary. 
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of rest in Israel, and more Jewish people 
are able to attend service on that day. 

Jok was greatly impressed with the 
meeting. He said, “This is the first 
Christian meeting that I have ever at- 
tended in my entire life. It is very 
remarkable to me to see Jewish men 
singing praises to Christ and offering 
prayer in His name.” 

Earlier in Jok’s visit we had sought 
to make the way of salvation very clear 
to him, and he seemed to understand 
the way of life. But, when we urged 
him to come out clearly for the Lord, 
he still held back.. Suddenly, as we 
talked with him, we found out that Jok 
did not believe in the literal and bodily 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He thought that Christ's resurrection 
from the dead was merely an allegory, 
and that He had risen from the grave 
only in spirit, 

In a flash, we understood why it was 
that Jok did not have the courage to 
confess Christ openly as his personal 
Saviour. ‘Faith in a dead Christ gives 
no power to a man or woman to be 
willing to suffer persecution for His 
name’s sake! 

On Saturday afternoon Jok started off 
on the long trip to his home in northern 
Israel in order to be at his work early 
the next morning. He still had not made 
a definite decision for Christ when ke 
left us. 

After our return to America a won- 
derful letter from Jok reached us. Our 
friend told us that very soon after he 
returned to his home in northern Israel 
he had been taken seriously ill and had 
been in the hospital (evidently for 
weeks), near death’s door. In his let- 
ter he said, “There have been but a 
few days when I did not read the Gos- 
pels, even in the hard days in the hos- 
pital, when I had to fight for every 
breath I took.” 

But in that same paragraph came the 
glorious good news for which we had 
been hoping and praying since our visit 
with him in Jerusalem. He wrote: 

“By the grace of God I fully believe 
in a crucified and resurrected Christ.” 

How our hearts sang for joy as we 
read these words—that he now believes, 
not only in a crucified, but in a risen 
Christ. Hallelujah! 

Then our friend’s letter continued: “I 
am still a bit weak (in body), but I 
shall try to find a living in either Haifa, 
Jaffa, or Jerusalem. There I shal] have 
Christian fellowship, and there I shall 
confess joyfully.” 

Evidently our friend feels that he must 
sacrifice his present good job in order to 
confess Christ openly; and that he must 
seek work elsewhere, in Israel, where 
there are other believers. 

In the concluding paragraph of his let- 
ter he says: “If it should please you 
to include me in your prayers, ask for 
me the Lord’s guidance that I shall soon 
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be able to confess my faith openly, and 
may experience 2 Corinthians 5:17 and 
Acts 2:28.” 

We are indeed praying earnestly that 
the Lord will strengthen-our friend, and 
lead him very clearly as to his open and 
public confession of Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour and Messiah. 

We earnestly ask each one who reads 
these lines to pray for him: that the 
Lord will guide and bless him day by 
day; will fill him with the Holy Spirit; 
and will make him a mighty witness for 
Christ among his fellow Jews in the land 
of Israel, 

And, oh, dear friends, let us pray in 
faith, day by day, that the Lord will 
pour out His Spirit mightily upon the 
Jews and Christian workers in the land 
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of Israel; and that nothing will hinder 
the spread- of His own Word; and that 
it may bé wondrously used to the sal- 
vation of multitudes of Jewish souls, 
Pray also that the new believers will be 
given steadfast faith and courage to con- 
fess Christ openly, and to live and to 
testify for His glory. 

(The entire series of twelve articles 
by Mr. Davis, with additional material, 
are now available in a single booklet, 
bound in leatherette and suitable for 
Christmas giving. It is entitled, “Sowing 
God’s Word in Israel Today,” and costs 
60 cents a copy; or five copies to one 
address, $2.50. Address Million Testa- 
ments Campaign, Inc., 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2.) 

(To be continued) 


Il. Eleven Million Witnesses in the Orient 


Giving out the Word in hospitals and camps in Korea 


N PRESIDENT RHEE’S appeal to the 

Pocket Testament League, mentioned 
in last week’s article, were these addi- 
tional words: 

“Far from sparing our churches and 
religious literature, the Communists have 
particularly aimed to destroy them and 
thus to weaken the fountain of our faith. 
... The widespréad distribution of por- 
tions of the Scripture by the Pocket 
Testament League will help us to carry 
forward the mission of deepening and 
strengthening our spiritual resources.” 

As soon as it became feasible to launch 
the compaign in Korea, we quickly dis- 
covered that the field was not only ripe, 
it was overripe. We had thrilled at the 
response in Japan. The response in 
Korea has been beyond belief. 

The admiral in command of the Ko- 
rean Navy, asked by our interpreter if 
it would be all right for us to have a 
meeting with his men, replied: 

“It is more than all right, it is a 
privilege for us to have you.” 

During the Christmas season we vis- 
ited Acting Foreign Minister Chung W. 
Cho, and he wrote: 

“Today the angelic message of God 
came ‘to the saddened people of war- 
torn Korea through the neighborly deeds 
of the Pocket Testament League, and it 
is sincerely hoped that its worthy efforts 
may bring peace and comfort to millions 
of heart-broken souls who cannot other- 
wise be comforted and enlightened.” 

One of our first objectives was the 
ROK (Republic of Korea) military hos- 
pitals. Most of Korea’s schools have had 
to be taken over for use as hospitals 
for wounded ROK soldiers. One of 
these, formerly the Namil Primary 
School, we visited one afternoon with 
Dr. William H. Chisholm, veteran mis- 
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sionary of the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and with 
a supply of 1,009 Gospels. On the first bed 
in the big auditorium lay a young man 


who had been wounded six weeks pre- 
viously on the central front at Kumhwa., 
“There is a memorial to Stalin,” said 


the missionary. Legless and with only 
one arm, and that black and blue, the 
boy lay naked, his tortured body unable 
to bear the weight of a sheet. He was 
trying to balance himself on some por- 
tion of what remained in an effort to 
ease the pain. Finally a nurse gave 
him relief with a hypodermic. He set- 
tled back on his pillow with the Gospel 
of John back of his head. As we spoke 
and referred to the Scriptures, he 
reached for his Gospel with his one 
arm and brought it to his face that he 
might read. We prayed with this boy 
and were told that he had not long to 
live. 

How eagerly these wounded soldiers 
welcomed the Gospel! Ten hospitals 
were visited in rapid succession in the 
Pusan area alone, and these and many 
other hospitals are being revisited as 
the wounded continue to flow in from 
the front. Miss Hanson, an Independent 
Board missionary who has been bring- 
ing food and doing follow-up work after 
PTL meetings in the hospitals, remarked 
that many of these boys have read the 
Gospel through five times already. She 
commented, “Even the color of the room 
has changed since the boys have been 
reading the orange covered Gospels of 
John.” 

Equally important, and in one respect 
even more important, are the contacts 
made with Korean troops on their way 
to the combat areas. From the training 


(Continued on page 1112) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





casting the Gospel in Costa Rica, 

and there has been, as a result, a 
marked change in the attitude of the 
general population toward evangelicals. 
More and more Costa Ricans, even farm- 
ers far out in the country, are getting 
radios. If they are far from electric 
power, they harness their own tiny gen- 
erators to mountain streams, 

From the poorest homes you can hear 
the loud blare of a radio. Many stores, 
cafes, barbershops, and even taverns keep 
the radios going full blast to the pro- 
grams of TIFC. People say they are at- 
tracted first to TIFC because of its good 
music and freedom from the commer- 
cialism of other stations. “Even we are 
surprised at the numbers who say our 
‘Lighthouse of the Caribbean’ is the only 
station they ever tune to.” 

The two most popular programs over 
TIFC are straight Gospel, “The Open 
Bible” (Scripture reading and commen- 
tary fifteen minutes every night with good 
organ background) and “Titans of the 
Faith,” lives of great Biblical and Chris- 
tian persons. 

Mr. Blanchard, staff member, tells of 
a Roman Catholic physician whose wife 
never goes to bed without tuning to 
“The Open Bible” before sleeping. The 
director of one of the city’s largest news- 
papers “always has his radio tuned to 
TIFC”; an employee of the electric com- 
pany, near conversion, says his church 
is the’ “Lighthouse of the Caribbean”; 
a doctor of criminology, whose sisters 
are nuns, says TIFC “is the only station 
I listen to.””, Now the World Gospel Cru- 
sade’s correspondence course on the Gos- 
pel of John, with simple lessons in Span- 
ish, is being offered as an auxiliary to 
the radio instruction. 

A whole country is open to the Gospel 
through this agency. Where could one 
invest more effectively in evangelism? 


Fe: five years TIFC has been broad- 


How hopelessly sunk in Mariolatry the 
Roman Church is. This fact comes out 
in some selections from its Marian liter- 
ature gathered by the ex-Dominican, M. 
Angel Béart: 

Cardinal Pizzardo, representing Pius 
XII at the First World Congress of Mari- 
ology at Rome, October 23, 1950, said: 

“But the definition of November 1, 
1950 (of the Assumption of Mary to 
Heaven after her death), will mark a 
point of departure, the beginning of a 
new era. It will open a process of more 
intense clarification. It will allow the 


Mariologist a penetration always clearer 
and deeper into the unspeakable mys- 
tery of Mary, the mystery of a woman 
raised to the vertiginous dignity of the 
Mother of God, of a created being who, 


by her unique and almost infinite great- 
ness, has come to the very confines of 
deity, 

“For example, the immediate co-opera- 
tion of Mary must be made clearer in 
order to bring to light her title of ‘Co- 
redemptrice of the Human Race.’ 

“The nature of the Royalty of Mary 
must be ever made clearer. Many of 
the devout (800 petitioning bishops) de- 
sire the institution of the liturgical fes- 
tival of ‘Mary as Queen of the Universe.’ 
The moral necessity of devotion to Mary 
for salvation must ever be made clearer.” 





The Dominican father, Sertillanges, in 
La Vie Catholique, says, “She protects 
against evil and, if one dare Say it, 
against her Son, as the mother of a fam- 
ily interposes at a time of the father’s 
anger.” 

Pater Neubert, in Maria dans le Dogma, 
1946, calls her “Mary Duce, the one un- 
der whom soldiers should fight. With 
her, victory is certain. Under her feet 
the serpent twists powerlessly. 

“The little being who in baptismal 
water is changed from child of wrath 
to child of God: the sinner, spiritually 
dead, who in contact with the blood of 
Christ . . . revives and becomes a son 
of the celestial Father—it is Mary who 
brings the one and the other to life. 
Without the grace of life which she 
brings to them, they remain forever dead. 
No one ever experiences the divine life 
unless she supernaturally has given life 
to him.” 





Donald Maconoghie is a North of Ire- 
land man who evangelizes in the fairs 
and market places of Eire, generally 
without too much opposition, but on one 
occasion enough and plenty. He writes: 

“It had rained, and we were soaking 
wet, but, after a cup of hot tea in a 
shop, we felt in good form, and ventured 
out into the street and started to quote 
the Word of God. We raised our voices 
to drown the squealing of pigs and low- 
ing of cattle. Soon a big half circle 
formed around us. 

“Somehow it was harder going that 
day than usual. Our words seemed to 
hit us back in the face. A bunch of 
fellows on my right leaped on me all 
at once, hammering me with sticks, kick- 
ing, and beating me till my head was 
swimming, my eyes black and swollen, 
bumps all over my head, my hair and 
shirt soaked in blood, and the buttons 
torn off my clothes. With shouts of, 
‘Kill him! Kill him!’ they even fought 
with each other to get a chance at beat- 
ing me. 

“I tried to make for shelter, but they 
followed me. I was cornered and help- 
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less. Suddenly I saw a car standing 
twenty yards away and managed to 
reach it. while my assailants continued 
to belabor me. Opening the car, I asked 
to be driven to the barracks. At the 
station the police put me into a drunk’s 
cell to protect me from the rage of the 
mob, who waited around for nearly half 
a day to get at me again. 

“As I lay bandaged up day after day 
for the next few weeks, I only had a 
deeper love for these whom we had left 
so long without the Word of God. The 
next two years in the market places 
of Southern Ireland I can look back on 
as the happiest years of my life. May 
God give us many who will use the Em- 
erald Isle as an altar on which to offer 
their lives a living sacrifice to God.” 

Note that the persecutors of Stephen 
and of Paul are, in the Book of Acts, 
described with words used only else- 
where to describe the Gadarene maniac 
and the Gadarene swine: 


“And ... the chief “And the chains had 
captain, fearing lest been plucked asun- 
Paul should have der [pulled to pieces] 
been pulled in pieces by him [the maniac] 
{diaspasthe]” (Acts [diaspasthe]” (Mark 
23:10). 5:4). 

In Acts 7:57, 58 it In Mark 5:13, “And 


the herd ran _ vio- 
lently down a steep 
place into the sea.” 
The verb here is 
ormesen, and is used 


is said of Stephen's 
persecutors, “They 
- . . Tan upon him 
with one accord, and 
cast him out of the 


city.” Of Paul's per- of the parallel perse- 
secutors at Ephesus cution of the apos- 
(Acts 19:29), “And tles. 


having caught Gaius 
and Aristarchus _. . 
they rushed with 
one accord into the 
theatre.” 
Mr. Maconoghie was assaulted by 
other powers than Irish flesh and blood. 


“Ireland Awakening,” by Miss Eva 
Stuart Watt, is Number 233 of the Moody 
Colportage Series (Moody Press, 820 N. 
La Salle St., Chicago 10; 35 cents). How 
far awakening has come is a question. 
But no one is making a more devoted, 
self-sacrificing, prayerful, loving contri- 
bution to that end than Miss Watt. She 
loves her people, especially the sin-and- 
drink-ensnared young people of Dublin 
streets. They come to her rooms—prodi- 
gals, prostitutes, drunkards, criminals. 
One brings another, or they come in 
groups and pairs. Thus: 

“A poor drunkard, taking a cup of tea 
with us, had been arguing against God 
and eternity. Then he sat in thought 
for a while and suddenly broke the 
silence, “Don’t take any notice of all 
my talk this evening; it’s only veneer; 
many a time my sins weigh upon me like 
a million tons of bricks.” 

Exacting work this soul clinic, so that 
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she and her sister Clara never get time 
for undisturbed sleep. It’s nearly all 
night work, seeking the lost in Dublin. 

“We love the Irish,” she writes. “We 
love them partly because we were born 
Irish ourselves. We love them because 
they suffer so silently. We love them 
for their chivalrous fighting qualities. We 
love them for the possibilities in their 
lives to burn out for an ideal and there- 
fore to burn out for God, when they 
get to know Him. But I think we never 
loved them so much as when we began 
to share their deepest sorrows and to 
make their tears our own.” 

Love evokes love. Hers is a faith 
work. “Many Catholics have spontane- 
ously given money to it which we take 
as a sign of a deep, underground change 
in the current of Irish thinking.” 

How often in the Christian leadership 
of the last generation one found those 
whose initial impulse to Christian work 
came from Mr. D. L. Moody! So here. 
Miss Watt’s father was an English tea 
salesman who stumbled into a Moody 
meeting and there found Christ. He 
abandoned his nets and followed the 
call to Kenya Colony, where he farmed 
and did mission work as an independ- 
ent. There he worked until his health 
gave out; and he finally returned to 
Ireland. Out of his testimony in the Em- 
érald Isle came ultimately that of his 
gifted daughters. 


Dr. C. E. M. Joad, English psychologist, 
is described as a man of first class mind, 
but for most of his life he was an offense 
to Christians because of his trifling utter- 
ances. Before his recent death he pub- 
lished “The Recovery of Belief,” in 
which he described how he had come 
back to the Christian faith. He acknowl- 
edged the sinfulness of his life, although, 
when living in sin, he “had suffered very 
little from any sense of guilt.” How- 
ever, his “eyes were opened gradually 
to the extent of [his] sinfulness in 
thought, deed, and word.” 

When one strikes that note the con- 
clusion is natural that traditional Chris- 
tianity is an absolute thing. So here: 

“The central core of the Christian faith 
is either absolute truth or it is nonsense, 

. A religion which is in constant 
process of revision to square with 
science’s ever-changing picture of the 
world might well be easier of belief, but 
it is hard to believe that it would be 
worth believing.” 

Mission Notes.—Mr. A. W. Conrad of the 
Central American Mission tells of a new 
chapel built in Lo de Bran, a small vil- 
lage. This cost, in materials and labor 
above the labor contributed by members, 
a total of $443.65. And the church mem- 
bership numbered only 28, including 
children and aged women—all Indians, 
all poor. “This is a new example of 
what ‘sacrifice arid co-operation can do. 
The indigenous plan, teaching and show- 
ing the native brethren to govern, sup- 
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port, and extend their own work, is 
workable.” 

Mr. Norman Lewis in Argentina is 
sending out 80,000 copies of La Voz 
monthly; also 5,000 copies of Suplemento 
for believers, a much larger publication. 
A letter from a hospital in Barcelona, 
Spain, read: “I have followed your in- 
structions and accepted the Lord. I con- 
tinue receiving La Voz and never lose 
an opportunity to have my friends and 
acquaintances read it. I am very grate- 
ful to you for leading me to find the 
only and true way of the Lord.” 

Rishiri and Rebun are two small 
islands northeast of the great Hokkaido 
Island of Japan. Never had there been 
Christian witness there until the Japan 
Bible Society recently sent thither three 
trained colporteurs. They were cordially 
received and asked to speak to the peo- 
ple. Three thousand Gospel portions 
were distributed free to grammar school 
children of the islands. 

Southern Baptists are doing Northern 
work. They have conducted a third an- 
nual crusade to Alaska. The Alaska 
Baptist churches were, in 1952, enlarged 
by 224 new members. 

Mr. J. W. Coughlin, Youth Director for 
the Latin America Mission, has made 
a survey in Nicaragua, Salvador, Guate- 
mala, and Honduras, Using the Republic 
of Costa Rica as his proving ground, Mr. 
Coughlin has developed a_ successful 
camping program at Camp Roblealto and 
a complete plan for boys’ clubs known 
as “Escuadron.” In addition, other proj- 
ects, such as “My Treasure” Scripture 
memorization plan, girls’ clubs, aids for 
young people’s societies, and high school 
Bible clubs are being fostered by youth 
workers of the Latin America Mission. 
Last July, Mr. Coughlin initiated Bible 
camps in Cuba, 


In September, 1952, a Bishops’ Confer- 
ence was held in Zagreb in Yugoslavia, 
at the instance of the Papal Nuncio in 
Belgrade (and hence of the Vatican), 
condemning the clergymen’s associations 
of that land. “It is not permitted to 
found clergymen’s societies or to join 
them.” : 

This is indication of rift between the 
higher clergy backed by the papacy and 
the body of the priesthood. Almost all 
the priests in Istria, eighty per cent in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and sixty per 
cent in Slovenia, are members of these 
societies. In Croatia, clergy in twenty- 
two counties have adhered. The purpose 
of these societies is to meet the Yugo- 
slav Government half way, to take ad- 
vantage of social security, sick pensions 
and old age pensions, and to strengthen 
the bonds of brotherhood among all the 
diverse peoples of this torn land. It is 
also reported that the clergy feel that 
these associations constitute the best way 
to protect themselves from the arbitrari- 
ness of the higher clergy and the Vati- 
can. 

This movement makes for peace, after 
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the horrors of the forties, but the papacy 
loves to fish in troubled waters, This 
interference with the lower clergy of 
Yugoslavia, following on the appoint- 
ment of Stepinac to the Cardinalate, may 
prove a risky move on the part of the 
clerical politicians, The Bishops’ Confer- 
ence was unlawful and the declaration 
adopted was a violation of the Yugoslav 
constitution. 


In Merida, Venezuela, Senor Tablante- 
Garrido established the Berean Bible 
Library in 1950. Every day the owner 
of the city radio allows him, free of 
charge, five minutes for a Bible broad- 
cast. 

But on Wednesday of Holy Week, 1953, 
he was given more than an hour and a 
half in which to read the entire Passion 
story in a harmony which he had made 
from the Gospels. It began with the 
meal at Bethany and ended with the 
burial of our Lord. There was a fine 
musical background. Radio receivers in 
the whole city were tuned in during the 
entire broadcast. 

Not two hours after its close, protest 
came from a priest complaining that 
it was a Protestant broadcast and should 
not have been permitted. They had not 
been “consulted.” To which the director 
replied, “Don’t you, a priest, like the 
Gospels? Already people have been 
calling at the station to express their 
satisfaction.” 

Let me add that new evangelists names 
are constantly noted in South America. 
Thus in Venezuela, “the evangelist Sr. 
Ordonez of the U.S. of Colombia was 
one of the best, and thirty-five were 
cenverted to the Lord. Sr. Francisco 
Rojas, and wife, conducted two weeks 
of evangelistic meetings in Puerto and 
twenty more confessed the Lord.” 


From Dr. Lambie’s hospital for the 
tuberculous in Bethlehem comes news of 
expansion—a new nurses home, a sun 
deck, and so on. “Almost all our pa- 
tients improve greatly. Our nurses’ 
training school is going well. Our pupil 
nurses are mostly nominal members of 
the Greek Orthodox Church. Yester- 
day I was present at their final exam- 
ination in the Bible. I felt as if God 
were truly there. Our mobile clinic 
takes healing to the distant villages, 
and isymuch appreciated” (Independent 
Board bor Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
246 W. Walnut Lane, Philadelphia 44). 


Jacob De Shazer, former Doolittle 
bombardier and now missionary in 
Japan, was flown by military transport 
to the United States to attend the Elev- 
enth Annual Reunion of the Doolittle 
Raiders in San Diego last April. Mili- 
tary personnel, who planned the trip, 
also arranged for the missionary to give 
additional time to religious rallies before 
and after the gathering. 

Eleven years ago De Shazer left the 
city of Tokyo in flaming fire. Now there 
is revival there following his Christian 
witness. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 3. GOD REVEALED IN CHRIST 
John 1; 20:30, 31; printed text, 1:14-23, 29-36 


Golden Text.—These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.—John 20 :31 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was 
he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
before me: for he was before me. 

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. 

17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. 

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him. - 
19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews Sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 

20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am 


23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias, 

29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world. 

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man 
which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made mani- 
fest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 

32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt 
see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same 
is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 





not the Christ. 

21 And they asked him, What then? 
he saith, I am not. 
swered, No. 


22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may 
What sayest thou of 


give an answer to them that sent us. 
thyself? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Ge nen Sundays in John’s Gospel 


are none too many. We shall only 
skim the surface of this inexhaust- 
ible Book. 

There is no need to spend time on the 
question of the authorship of the fourth 
Gospel. To some it is a vexed question, 
but the traditional attribution of it to 
John the Apostle holds its ground de- 
spite critical challenge. 

This is a Gospel with a purpose, and 
a clearly defined purpose, as the Golden 
Text tells us. It was on the basis of 
this expressed purpose that Dr. Merrill 
C. Tenney entitled his work on John’s 
Gospel, “John: The Gospel of Belief” 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4). In this it is dis- 
tinguished from Luke’s Gospel, whose 
purpose is to give certainty to those who 
have already believed (1:4). 

Each of the four Gospels emphasizes 
a particular aspect of the person and 
office of Christ. So it is generally rec- 
ognized’ that in Matthew we see the 
King, in Mark the servant, in Luke the 
man, and in John the Son of God, These 
distinctions, however, must not be drawn 
too rigidly. Is He not a King in John 
18:33-37? Is He not a servant in 13:1-5? 


Is He not the peerless man, full of hu- 


Art thou Elias? 
Art thou that prophet? 


35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 


And 


disciples; 
And he an- 


the Lamb of God! 


Lessons based on International Sunday 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold 


School Lessons; the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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man sympathy, in 11:35? Nevertheless 
John presents Him specifically in His 
eternal relation with God (1:1, 2), in His 
relation to creation (v. 3), and in His 
essential relation to man (v. 4). Here 
is a conception of Christ which we must 
hold before us all the time we watch 
Him in His earthly ministry, and as 
He goes to the cross. For then we shall 
know that there is cosmic and eternal 
significance in all He does, and espe- 
cially in His death, and His resurrection 
will be no surprise. 

For several weeks I shall mention 
some of the peculiarities of John’s Gos- 
pel in the Approach to the Lesson, To- 
day, for the sake of those who wish to 
pursue further study, I should like to 
list a few good books, in addition to 
the excellent study by Dr. Tenney of 
Wheaton College, already mentioned. In 
his “Study Hour Series,” W. Graham 
Scroggie has a compact and meaty work 


on this Gospel, entitled simply “St. 
John” (Marshall, Morgan and Scott). 
“The Gospel of St. John,” by Bishop 


Westcott, is a reprint from the Commen- 
tary by Anglican clergymen which went 
popularly by the name, “The Speaker’s 
Commentary” (not to be confounded 
with a less conservative work of that 
name). The volumes III and IV on John 
in J. C. Ryle’s “Expository Thoughts on 
the Gospels” (Zondervan Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $4.75 each) will be 
found very uSeful. More analytical and 





critical, and dealing with the Greek 
text, is Godet’s great work, “Commen- 
tary on St. John’s Gospel” (Clarke’s 
Foreign Theological Library). There 
are many others, but these are repre- 
sentative. 


Verse by Verse 

John 1:14.—“‘And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us . . . full of 
grace and truth.” This statement of the 
incarnation must be read in the light of 


verses 1-4. For “dwelt” read “taber- 
nacled,” or »“tented,” suggestive of a 
temporary sojourn. The parenthetic 
portion would seem to refer to the 


Transfiguration. Compare 2 Peter 1: 16-18. 
Verse 15.—“He that cometh after me 
is preferred before me: for he was before 


me.” Christ, who appeared historically 
after John, was before him in two 
senses: as taking precedence over the 


forerunner, and as coming forth from 
eternity. John the Baptist knew his 
proper place. 

Verse 16.—“‘And of his fulness have 
all we received, and grace for grace.” 
All fullness dwells in Him (Col. 1:19), 
and out of that fullness we received our 
portion, in the form of one grace after 
another, as if one bestowal of grace led 
another in its train, in an endless suc- 
cession. 


Verse 17.—*. .. the law .. . but grace 
and truth...” These are not opposed 
(Matt. 5:17, 18), but the “grace and 
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truth” in Jesus supply what the Law 
could not give. Compare Romans 8:3. 

Verse 18.—“No man hath seen God at 
any time; the only begotten Son... 
hath declared him.” God in His essential 
being is invisible (Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16), 
but He has appointed the Son to pre- 
sent Him in various forms of manifesta- 
tion. This would seem to include the 
“appearings” of God in the Old Testa- 
ment which must therefore be considered 
as Christophanies. 

Verse 19—“And this is the record of 
John ... Who art thou?” The words 
“this is the record” refer to what fol- 
lows. After four centuries of prophetic 
silence, the ministry of John stirred 
much speculation, 

Verse 20.—“I am not the Christ.” John 
was not out to advance himself, but to 
fulfill a mission. He was quite prepared 
to be eclipsed by the One who came 
after. 

Verse 21—“Art thou Elias? . . . Art 
thou that prophet?” The reason for the 
first question is found in the prophecy 
of Malachi (4:5). The second question 
doubtless refers to Deuteronomy 18:15. 
The Jews apparently did not regard 
“that prophet” and “the Christ” as one 
and the same. 

Verse 22.—“What sayest thou of thy- 
self?” John, if he were neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet, re- 
mained a conundrum to the Jewish 
leaders. 

Verse 23.—“I am the voice of one cry- 
ing... as said the prophet Esaias.” John 
knew just where he fitted into the 
scheme of things. His answer is from 
Isaiah 40:3. He was willing to be a 
nameless “voice” for Christ’s sake, 

Verse 29.—“Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
This was the day after the interrogation 
by the Jews. His identification of Jesus 
as the Lamb showed that John had a 
remarkable understanding of the re- 
demptive purpose. His vision embraced 
the world. 

Verse 30.—“After me... before me... 
before me.” See verse 15. 


Verse 31—“And I knew him not., ’ 
As “cousins,” John and Jesus had prob- 
ably met, but not till the baptism of 
Jesus did John know Him as the one 
whose coming he was to proclaim. 


Verse 32.—“I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him.” This incident took 
place at the baptism (Matt. 3:16, 17). 
Notice the added touch, “and it abode 
upon him.” 

Verse 33.—“Upon whom thou shalt see 
the Spirit descending . . . the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 
The descent of the Spirit upon Jesus 
was a sign to John as well as a mark 
of approval upon our Lord Himself. He 
is the only recipient of the Spirit who 
is also bestower of the Spirit. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. December 27.—“Thy Kingdom 
Come.” Matthew 6:9, 10; 28:16-20; 
John 17:18-21; Acts 1:6-8; Reve- 
lation 11:15b 


Next Week's Lesson 


Uses His Au- 
John 2 


2. January 10.—Jesus 
thority 








Verse 34.—“‘This is the Son of God.” 
John the Baptist was well informed of 
the full significance of the sign. The 
Lamb of God is the Son of God. 

Verse 35.—“. . . and two of his dis- 
ciples.” The foregoing statement seems 
to have been made in the presence of 
the multitude, but now only two of 


John’s intimates are present—Andrew 
(v. 40), and probably John, later the 
apostle, 


Verse 36—“And looking upon Jesus 
as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God!” One of the most vivid verses 
in all the Gospel. Try to picture the 
walk of Jesus and the fascinated gaze 
of the Baptist, and then catch the ardor 
of this intimate witness to the two. No 
wonder they “followed Jesus”! (v. 37.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The first chapter of John’s Gospel is 
one of the greatest Christological pas- 
sages in the Bible. Even apart from the 
first five verses, where the preincarnate 
glories of Christ are presented in lan- 
guage of simple majesty, the chapter 
is full of doctrinal truth about our 
blessed Lord. In the printed portion of 
our lesson we see Him— 

1. In relation to*the forerunner (v. 15). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW is John’s Gospel related to the 
other three with respect to em- 
phasis? 

2. What is the stated purpose of the 
Gospel of John? 

3. In what relations do we see Christ 
in the opening verses of John’s Gospel? 

4. What title of Christ is peculiar to 
the writings of John? 

5. What two references to the Trans- 
figuration do we have apart from the 
historic narratives of this event? 

6. How could Christ be both after John 
the Baptist and before him? 

7. What is meant by “grace for grace” 
in John 1:16? 

8. Give three New Testament Scrip- 
tures which make clear that God is in- 
visible. 

9. Where did John the Baptist learn 
to call himself a “voice’’? 

10. What two disciples heard John’s 
testimony regarding “the Lamb of God,” 
and followed Jesus? 


(Answers on page 1111) 
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Here His precedence over men is de- 
clared, based on His pre-existence. 

2. In relation to Moses (v. 17). The 
inadequacy of the Law as given by 
Moses is made up by the abundant grace 
and the fullness of truth which Christ 
brought from Heaven. 

3. In relation to God (v. 18). He is 
the Son of God, and as such He is the 
revealer of the Father, being “the image 
of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). 

4. In relation to the world (v. 29). He 
is the world’s sin-bearer, “the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” The reference is doubtless to 
the scapegoat of the Day of Atonement, 
with some thought also of the lamb of 
the Passover. 

5. In relation to Israel (v. 31). Our 
Lord came to “the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). The Gospel was 
“to the Jew first’ (Rom, 1:16). 

6. In relation to the Holy Spirit (vs. 
32, 33). The Holy Spirit, who proceeds 
from the Son (as well as from the 
Father), here comes upon the Son in- 
carnate. Christ is the only recipient of 
the Spirit who can also bestow Him upon 
others, in the effusion of a mighty bap- 
tism. 

7. In relation to the believer (vs. 35- 
37). While Jesus is the Lamb of God 
for the whole world, He must be re- 
ceived as such by each individual. Every 
man must hear, believe, and follow for 
himself. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. He must increase. For this follow 
the seven points of the Heart of the 
Lesson. 
2. I must decrease. 
(1) John accepts the inferior place 


(John 1:15) 

(2) John rejects titles of honor (vs. 
20, 21) 

(3) John content to be a “voice” (v. 
23) 


Topics for Development 

Personal Evangelism. In this chapter 
John hails Jesus twice as “the Lamb of 
God.” It would appear from the ser- 
monic tone of verses 29-31 that this first 
time it was in the course of a public 
address. The record does not indicate 
any particular development from this 
statement. When he repeated his dec- 
laration the following day, it was to two 
of his own followers; in private con- 
versation. Doubtless the statement of 
the previous day had impressed them, 
but now they were moved to action. 
They left John and followed Jesus (v. 
37). The “personal touch” brought the 
desired result. Public testimony is good, 
and necessary, and fruitful, but gener- 
ally it requires the follow-up of personal 
dealing to complete the task. The other 
day I tested a class of nearly four hun- 
dred on this point. Of this group no 
more than five had been brought to 
decision for Christ in a public service 
without the aid of a personal worker, 
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while the vast majority had been won 
quite apart from public services. 

The Voice, John the Baptist was one 
preacher who was free from all per- 
sonal ambition. Recognition by men 
meant nothing to him. His task was to 
present Christ, and he refused to share 
honors with Him. “The voice of one 
crying” was sufficient title for him. To 
see his own followers “desert” him in 
favor of Christ aroused no resentment, 
but only joy. To learn of Christ’s ris- 
ing popularity stirred no envy, but stir- 
red him to rejoicing (3:26-29). Here is 
true fidelity, climaxed in that wonder- 
ful statement which is worthy to be 
every minister’s motto, “He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease” (v. 30). 


(10) * 


Practical Applications 


Always study the earthly life of Christ 
in the light of John 1:1, 2. 

Knowing the one who is “full of grace” 
should make us gracious; knowing Him 
who is “full of truth” should make us 
truthful. 

Every grace bestowed is preparation 
for another on the way. 

To be a “voice” for Jesus is honor 
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enough for any angel, and much more 
for any man. 

“As he walked” (v. 36) is how we 
ought to walk. 

Your success is not according to the 
size of your following, but according to 
how your following turns to follow the 
Lamb of God. 


Golden Text 

John 20:31.—“That ye might believe 

. and that believing ye might have 

life...” The kind of believing here 
referred to is the kind that brings life, 
not what is mentioned in James 2:19. 
True faith is not only the assent of the 
intellect, but the consent of the will and 
the confidence of the heart. 

ELMuHuRST, ILL, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE TRUE SERVANT 








jer" 


“- 


on 








«1am THE VOICE oF one | 


CRYING IM THE WILDERNESS.’ 


“NBR CYohn 4: 23) Se al am 
\ —_— 













* Fixsse 





Mr. Russell’s 1954 cartoon calendar in colors, size 11x17 inches, with a cartoon 

for every month, may be obtained for 35 cents a copy, 3 copies for $1, or 

12 for $3.50 from the Rev. J. E. Russell, 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 
(Dealers may write for quantity discount.) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMNs 
“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“Look to the Lamb of God” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our refuge and strength, to Thee we 
turn as we enter a new year, for Thou 
alone art able to guide and keep us 
through its joys and sorrows, its trials 
and temptations. Let not the bright and 
happy experiences the year may hold 
make us forgetful of Thee, nor its test- 
ing times make us either doubt Thee 
or fail Thee. Keep us living in simple 





The ABC of the Gospel 
ALL HAVE SINNED 
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD 
COME UNTO ME 











trust and unquestioning obedience. Make 
our lives fruitful in all that is good. 
Free us from all that is evil and un- 
worthy. Use Thy servants to win many 
to the Saviour this year. Bring revival 
to Thy Church, and check the powers of 
evil throughout the world. We pray 
for all who are enslaved, oppressed, mis- 
led, and those in any affliction. Work 
out deliverance for all such. Restore 
health to those absent today through 
illness, and bring back those absent 
through neglect. Forgive our sins, bless 
our study of Thy Word, and guide us 
into all Thy will for all our lives, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is an arrest- 
ing call in our lesson today that is right 
at the heart of what has been called the 
ABC of the Gospel. It is the second 
of the three texts on the blackboard. 
Let us read them together: “All have 
sinned,” “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
“Come unto me.” The first text tells 
us why our Lord came as the Lamb of 
God to die. It was because all have 
sinned that He went to the cross. It 
was to bear away our sin that He gave 
Himself up to die. 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 

In my place condemned He stood; 

Sealed my pardon with His blood; 

Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 
Anyone here who feels heavy-hearted 
and ashamed because of sin and failure 
should look to the Lord Jesus at Cal- 
vary and say, “He died that we might 
be forgiven.” 

Yet it is not enough merely ts be- 
lieve it to be true that He died for sin- 
ners. We must act upon that truth by 
turning to Christ and receiving Him for 
ourselves as the only one who can save 
us from our sin. He said, “Come unto 
me, ... and I will give you rest.” In 
place of the unrest of an accusing con- 
science we have the rest of being at 
peace with God when we come to the 
Lord Jesus confessing our sins and ask- 
ing the forgiveness and cleansing made 
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possible by the shedding of His precious 
blood. If you have never received the 
Saviour, then begin the New Year by 
making this your sincere prayer: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But thaf Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the Word was made flesh...” 
(John 1:14).—The same Word that was 
“in the beginning” and was “with God” 
was God (v. 1). The Word was an 
eternal, a divine, and a distinct person. 
He is God the Creator (v. 3) with al- 
mighty power, infinite wisdom, and 
supreme authority. 

This inscrutable Person “became 
flesh,” that is, He took on a human body 
(Heb. 2:14: 10:5). His was a sinless, 
spotless, and taintless human nature, be- 
cause conceived of the Holy Ghost and 
born of the blessed virgin, Mary. In 
Him was no sin: He did no sin; He 
knew no sin, experimentally. 

The necessity for the Word to become 
flesh arose as soon as sin entered the 
universe. The Saviour must be able to 
put a hand on the throne of God, and 
enter into all its just claims. He must 
also be able to place a hand upon men 
in the full knowledge of what effect 
man’s sin had had on the universe. He 
must be God and man. 

Bishop Moule wrote: “The human 
soul once fully awakened to its need, 
to its mysterious greatness and to its 
mysterious but awfully real sinfulness, 
can find rest only in the Saviour, who 
is in equal truth one with man and one 
with God. Such a Saviour bridges as 
with living adamant the gulf of doom 
and sin which severs creature from 
Maker. A Saviour who is not quite God 
is a bridge broken at the farther end.” 

J. W. Alexander, in relating his first 
experience with “an ingenious type of 
signal light,” about which few non-Navy 
people know, says: 

“My first observation of this system 
in operation came in the summer of 1944 
when, during the mid-watch (from mid- 
night to 4 am.), the signalmen on the 
bridge of our ship suddenly burst into ac- 
tivity. ‘Stand by to write,’ yelled the chief 
signalman on watch. His assistant signal- 
man grabbed a pad of paper and pencil 
and stood by to copy the message as 
the chief interpreted it as he peered into 
the darkness through a special pair of 
binoculars at a darkened hulk about 
4,000 yards off our starboard beam. A 
sister ship had a message for us. 

“Staring into that inky darkness, in 
which I could see absolutely nothing, 
the chief began to call out words. As 
far as I was concerned, he was ‘seeing 
things.’ 
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“But the chief had eyes to see. He 
saw something out there in the darkness 
that nobody else saw, because he had a 
special pair of binoculars that were 
equipped to receive a type of polarized 
light impulse being flashed by the sister 
ship, which had a special type of signal 
lamp which sends that type of impulse. 
And only people with the right type of 
binoculars could see it. When I bor- 
rowed a pair from the signalmen, I was 
amazed to see a brilliant light flashing 
on that other ship, dots and dashes 
Streaming forth in rapid succession. 
Truly, a message was coming. But it 
could be seen only by those properly 
equipped to see it.” 

Many people look at Christ and see 
nothing unusual—just another man, a 
good man to be sure, the best that ever 
lived. But others, with eyes to see, find 
in Him the revelation of God Himself. 


“The law by Moses, but grace 
and truth by Jesus Christ” (John 
1:17).—The coming of the one who was 
God manifest in flesh must necessarily 
mark a change in dispensation. God's 
dealings with His creatures couldn't pos- 
sibly be the same after that all-impor- 
tant event as before. 

“Last of all he sent unto them his son” 
(Matt. 21:37). Everything else, so to 
speak, had been tried, and man proved 
himself a failure under each trial. At 
the last, God sent His beloved Son into 
the world, that “the world through him 
might be saved” (John 3:17). 

God’s present attitude toward men is 
according to men's attitude toward His 
Son. The poet has truthfully said: 

What think ye of Christ is the test, 

To try both your state and your scheme; 

You cannot be right in the rest 

Unless you think rightly of Him. 

As Jesus appears in your view, 

As He is beloved or not, 
So God is disposed to you 
And mercy or wrath, is your lot 

I have a letter in my possession, the 
gist of which is a flat denial of the 
truth that we are saved by grace, 
through faith, without works. The cor- 
respondent contends that no one can 
be saved by faith, nor in a short space 
of time. Salvation is “the result of a 
life-long attempt to keep the command- 
ments.” 

One wonders what such a person does 
with the divinely inspired account of the 
salvation of the penitent thief. At one 
moment he stands guilty of breaking 
the whole Law; at another moment he 
acknowledges Jesus as Lord and is im- 
mediately assured by the Lord of being 
in paradise that day. And what about 
all the other instantaneous conversions 
recorded in the Gospels and in the Acts 
of the Apostles? 

The memory selection in connection 
with this lesson should settle the mat- 
ter for every devout mind, “These are 
written, that ye might believe ... and 
that believing ye might have life _. .” 
(John 20:31). 
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The work that saves was finished by 
this glorious Person, who is very God 
as well as man. The record of it has 
been preserved for us. “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” When one has beliéved and is a 
possessor of eternal life, one is in a posi- 
tion to “maintain good works” (Titus 
3:8). 

When a person has acknowledged 
Jesus Christ as Lord, and believed in his 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, it is appropriate to ask the .ques 
tion, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is a three-letter 

word which our Lord Jesus used to 
help you understand who, why, and 
what He is. He said it to Thomas, who 
could not understand where Jesus was 
going “to prepare a place for” His dis- 
ciples. “Thomas saith unto him, Lord, 
we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?” Then 
Jesus answered, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.” So the little 
word “way” is what Jesus called Him- 
self. Did you ever think of what sim- 
ple, one-syllable words Jesus used to 
describe Himself, like “door,” “vine,” 
“light,” “truth,” “life”; and “way” is the 
simplest of all. Everybody knows what 
the way is. It is something to move 
in, to travel in, to go places in. Even 
the most ignorant people of the jungles 
know what a way is. To them it is the 
path or trai] through the forest.. To the 
city dweller it is the avenue, the street, 
or even the alley. To the farmer it is 
the road. To the locomotive engineer it 
is the track or the tunnel or the trestle. 
To the golfer it is the fairway. To the 
river pilot it is the channel, and to the 
aviator it is the prescribed course, Any- 
one of any race, of any clime, of any 
land, who is wanting to go some place, 
must have a “way.” Any soul wanting 
to avoid disaster and reach safety, or a 
happy destination, must find the “way,” 
get on it, and travel it. 

Now, fellows, John the Baptist in this 
first chapter of John’s Gospel is point- 
ing to the “way.” Traveling by auto- 
mobile in unfamiliar territory, how glad 
we are to see a good clear road sign 
pointing the way. Note how confidently 
you step on the accelerator and quicken 
the speed, where before you had been 
driving in uncomfortable hesitation. 
Three times in this passage we study 
today, John is the road sign—an ani- 
mated road sign—pointing: “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (v. 29); “This is 
the Son of God” (v. 34). Next day, 
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again: “Behold the Lamb of God!” (v. 
35.) John could have posed as a prophet, 
or as Elijah, or as Christ Himself. Jews, 
priests, and Levites were inquiring. But, 
no, he said, “I am only a voice crying 
in the wilderness—I’m just a signpost 
to give clear guidance; He is the Way 
—there He is!” 

The road can be of no service to us 
unless we travel it. There are delights 
along the road which we will never ex- 
perience unless we get on the road and 
go forward. There is a wonderful some- 
thing reserved for us at the end of the 
road which we will never see nor pos- 
sess unless we move into the way and 
travel Him who is the “way.” And 
Jesus Himself confirms John’s inspired 
pointing, for He says, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.’ Thus it is, you step 
out of the “rough,” over into the “way,” 
and there you learn the “truth.” You 
have been floundering in uncertainty 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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and confusion, which is slow death; but 
now, in the “way,” all things become 
clear in the “truth”; and when you walk 
or travel in the “truth” you have the 
“life.” “In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men.” 

Fellows, on this the threshold of a 
new year, make sure to get into the 
“way” right now at the start of it, and 
you have nothing less than God’s Word 
for it, you will know the “truth” and 
have the “life.” Life, above all things, 
is what you fellows want; this is the 
way to get it. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we are going to begin 

the study of one of the most won- 
derful books in the Bible, the Gospel of 
John. As we study it we are going to 
make a chart to help us get some of 
the wonderful truths it contains into 
our minds. 

(During the sixteen lessons we are 
to have from the Gospel of John, I plan 
to let the girls build up Mrs. Ranney’s 
chart, which comes with her two lesson 
books and flannelgraph figures, “John 
Visualized.” The two-volume set costs 
$1.40. The sheets of large, brightly col- 
ored figures, which include the parts of 
the chart, cost $2.25, but this is the 
finest equipment I have yet seen for 
teaching the Gospel of John to young 
people. Both books and figures may be 
ordered from Mrs. Warren R. Ranney, 975 
E. Green St., Pasadena 1, Calif. We pur- 
chased these for our Sunday school, giv- 
ing the books and flannelgraph figures 
to the Juniors, but keeping the pieces 
which make the chart for “My Class of 
Girls.” I copied the picture of the fin- 
ished chart frém Volume 1 and then 
let the Junior teacher keep the lesson 
books as well as the figures. This gives 
two classes splendid visual aids for the 
following lessons.) 

First of all we shall learn the key 
verse, John 20:31. The reference to it 
is found on this flannel-backed key 
which is to be placed in the center of 
the chart. Before we learn this verse, 
let us turn to John 20 and read verses 
30 and 31. Can you see why verse 31 
is called the “key verse”? It is because 
it tells why this particular Gospel was 
written. When we know the purpose 
of a book, we have the key to the study 
of it. 

Each of you silently study John 20:31. 
As soon as any girl can say it, she may 
put the key on the flannel] board, Those 
who do not finish learning the verse 
in class may study it at home this week. 
For every Sunday we.will want someone 
to say the verse for us and to put the 
key in place. 

Betty was first today. We'll see who 
is ready with the key verse next Sun- 
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day. This verse tells us that John was 
written that we might believe that Jesus 


is the Christ, the Son of God. Read 
John 1:1-3. In the first three verses of 
this Gospel the Holy Spirit starts to 
introduce us to Jesus. First He is called 
“The Word.” Read verse 18 to find out 
why He was given this name. (Words 
make things known. Christ made God 
the Father known. There are many 
things we could not find out without 
words. Even so it is impossible to get 
to know God without the Lord Jesus.) 
These first three verses of John tell 
us that Christ was with God away back 
“in the beginning” and also that He was 
God, and that His was the work of 
creation. 

Now read verse 14. This verse proves 
that “the Word” refers to the Lord Jesus. 
Here He is called “The only begotten 
of the Father.” What is He called in 
John 3:16? (His only begotten Son.) 
Right. Now read verses 15 to 23, and 
then verses 29 to 36. John the Baptist 
was the first witness to the Son of God. 
And what a splendid one he was! He 
allowed nothing to intimidate him. He 
told everyone that Christ was going to 
come, and then when He did come, John 
boldly pointed Him out. He said many 
wonderful things about Christ, but noth- 
ing about himself except when he was 
asked who he was. What answer did 
he give to that question? (He said he 
was only a voice.) But how well he 
used that voice! The very next day 
after he had sent that humble answer 
to the proud Pharisees, John the Bap- 
tist saw Jesus and pointing to Him ex- 
claimed, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
In that one statement John was witness- 
ing to the fact that Jesus was the Christ. 
The coming of the Christ, or the Mes- 
siah as the Jews called Him, was proph- 
esied all through the Old Testament. 
The Jews knew that every lamb slain 
for sacrifice was a type of that coming 
One. Here John declares emphatically 
that Jesus was the fulfillment of all. 

John also witnessed to the fact that 
Jesus was the Son of God, and in verses 
32 to 34 he tells quite simply how he 
knew this. How? (God had told John 
that when the Son of God came, he 
would see the Holy Spirit descending 
from Heaven like a dove and abiding 
on Him. This happened when John bap- 
tized Jesus, so he knew that Jesus was 
the Messiah, the Son of God.) 

The first time John exclaimed, “Behold 
the Lamb of God,” there is no record 
that anyone followed Jesus, or that any- 
one was, especially impressed by this 
amazing announcement, though all of 
his hearers should have been. John 
heralded the greatest event of all the 
ages, the coming of the promised Sav- 
iour to earth! But although John may 
have been disappointed that his stupen- 
dous announcement seemed to make no 
impression, he was not discouraged. 
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The very next day he again pointed out 
Jesus as the Lamb of God. And this 
time two of his disciples followed the 
Saviour. And that started an endless 
chain of blessing, for one of them was 
Andrew, who hurried to bring his own 
brother Simon to Jesus. Think what a 
power for God Simon Peter became, and 
is still, through his life story found in 
the Gospels and in Acts, and also 
through his two Epistles! Sometimes we 
try to witness for Jesus and no one 
seems interested. We are apt to be dis- 
couraged, but we should keep on any- 
way. By and by someone will be sure 
to follow Jesus because of our witness, 
for God has said that His Word shall 
not return unto Him void, or useless. 

We must put the name of John the 
Baptist at the head of the list of the 
witnesses we are going to find in John’s 
Gospel. There are two more witnesses 
in chapter 1 whose names we are going 
to put on our chart. In fact, there are 
three more witnesses told about in this 
chapter, but since the chart we are using 
lists only seven witnesses from the whole 
Book of John, the name of Philip is 
omitted. His witness is as good as that 
of the other two, but he does not actually 
use the name “Messiah” or “The Son of 
God.” The number of witnesses on the 
chart, is limited to seven, so that you 
will not find the list too long to re- 
member. One of the two others we are 
going to add from this chapter said to 
his brother, “We have found the Mes- 
siah.”” The other one said, “Thou art 
the Son of God.” Read the rest of this first 
chapter of John at home and find out 
what two people these were. Then next 
Sunday we can put their names below 
that of John the Baptist. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ed 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus’ First Followers (John 1:35-45) 


OST verses assigned for memory 

verses this quarter are so short 
that Juniors of good ability may be 
expected to learn the Golden Text also. 
The Golden Text for this lesson, John 
20:31, may be introduced as8the “key” 
to John’s Gospel, hidden near the “back 
door.” Show a key cut from construc- 
tion paper, bearing the reference. So 
many things could have been written 
about the Lord Jesus! (John 20:30; 21:25.) 
This “key” tells us why John chose the 
stories he used. Have the verse found, 
and note the two purposes. Every story 
to get into John’s Gospel had to fit this 
“key.” Let us pray that every boy and 
girl in this class uses this key for him- 
self. Couldn’t it open the door of 
Heaven? Drill briefly on the two parts 
of the verse separately, then together. 
Offer a paper key. to every member who 
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can repeat the verse next Sunday. It 
will make a good bookmark. 

John does not tell the baby stories 
about the Lord Jesus. He starts with 
the first man who knew that the grown- 
up Jesus was the Christ, the Son of 
God, and how he knew. Tell or have 
the children tell about John the Bap- 
tist’s preaching in the desert. If you 
use flannelgraph for the story, make this 
the first scene, using information from 
the other Gospels. Then as the figure 
of Christ moves across the board, pick 
up the story in John 1:29. From there 
to verse 50, story and scenes are easy 
to plan. 

Andrew and John (the author, pre- 
sumably, who does not mention his own 
name) believed because a _ preacher 
pointed them to Christ. Peter was 
brought by his brother. The Lord spoke 
to Philip without any other’s help. 
Nathanael was brought by his friend 
Philip. Shall we cal] them the first five 
Christians? How did you come to 
Christ? (Testimonies. ) Others may 
come today. Christ knows all about you 
as He did about Nathanael. So you 
can just tell Him all your heart. He 
will forgive everything. And give you 
eternal life. 

Now whom are you going to bring? 
In today’s lesson you have seen that is 
the first thing Jesus’ friends did. Last 
Sunday we heard it was the last thing 
the Lord Jesus told these friends to do 
(Matt. 28:19, 20). How are we going 
to do it? First: Let’s read all of John’s 
story ourselves so we will know Christ 
better and can tell about Him. Be sure 
every child has at least a Gospel of 
John. Reading plans for chapter one 
may be divided into seven sections, one 
for each day of the week: Jesus before 
He was born on earth (vs. 1-5); John 
the Baptist gets ready for Jesus (vs. 
6-9); When Jesus came (vs. 10-18); At 
first people think John may be the 
Christ (vs. 19-28); John points out Jesus 
(vs. 29-34); Three men find the Christ 
(vs. 35-42); Two more believe in Jesus 
(vs. 43-51). Give pupils the list with 
squares by each to be checked when read. 

Second: Let’s learn Bible verses so 
we know just what the Bible says, and 
can tell others. Add to the above list 
a place to check the Memory Verse and 
Golden Text when learned. The Memory 
Verse, “God . . loved us, and sent his 
Son” (1 John 4:10), tells what God did 
for us. The Golden Text (John 20:31) 
tells what we must ourselves do to be 
saved. 

Third: Let’s tell at least one person 
about our Lord. As you tell today’s story 
you might use your small flannel boards 
and pictures cut from Sunday school 
cards or Scripture calendars for John 
the Baptist, crowd, Jesus, and the first 
five followers. Tell the verses you have 
learned. Pray for the person. Bring 
him to Sunday school if you can, 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS right after they finished do- 
ing the Sunday dinner dishes that 

Jim and Dick were trying to decide what 
they would do. “I know what,” Jim 
exclaimed. “Doug Hall’s missionary 
sisters have just gotten home from Af- 
rica. Let’s go over and see if they'll 
tell us something about what they did 
out there.” 

Dick could think of nothing that would 
please him more than fo spend time 
with two real, live missionaries. So, 
having obtained Mother's permission, the 
boys ran off to Doug’s house. 

“Hi, Doug,” they greeted their friend 
“We thought maybe your sisters might 
be telling you something about Africa 
today and they'd let us listen, too. Are 
they home? May we come in?” 

“Sure. Agnes was just telling us about 
stopping in England on their way home. 
They saw Queen Elizabeth and her hus- 
band. She saw great big snakes, too. 
They were right in the house. In Africa, 
that is.” 

This promised to be an exciting after- 
noon and the brothers were happy that 
they had come. And Doug’s missionary 
sisters were glad that the boys had come. 
What a good time they had together 
talking about Africa, and England as 
well! 

Just before going-home,time, Dick re- 
marked, “Boy! Wait till I tell the boys 
in school that I know someone who 
saw the Queen of England! They'll all 
be wanting to come over and talk to 
you.” 

“We'd be glad to have them any time 
at all,” Miss Agnes replied. “But you 
know, as nice as it is to be able to say 
that we have seen England’s lovely 
queen, we’d much rather tell the boys 
about someone we know of who saw 
God’s dear Son.” 

“Who do you know that saw Him?” 
Jim wanted to know. 

“Oh, we don’t know him. We only 
know of him. His name was John the 
Baptist. And we read about him in the 
first chapter of John. Do you know what 
John the Baptist said when he saw the 
Lord Jesus, the Son of God? ‘Look! He 
is the Lamb of God who is to take away 
the world’s sin’ (John 1:29, Williams’ 
Translation). For many hundreds of 
years it had been the custom, as com- 
manded by God, for Jewish people to 
kill a perfect lamb as a sacrifice for 
their sins. But when John announced 
that God’s Son had come, he explained 
that He was a Lamb who would be 
killed for the sins of the world. Once 
He died, it would be no longer neces- 
sary for Jewish people to kill their 
lambs. Simply by believing that He is 
God’s Son, could their sins—and ours— 
be forgiven (John 3:14, 15). When John 
the Baptist made this wonderful an- 
nouncement to his friends, immediately 
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two of them believed that the Lord Jesus 
was God’s Son, and they followed Him. 
One was Andrew and the other was 
probably the Apostle John. I want to 
tell you something about Andrew: The 
very first thing that he did, after learn- 
ing that God’s Son had come, was to 
follow Him. And the very next thing 
that he did was to go tell his brother 
Simon that the Saviour that God had 
promised had come. And next he took 
his brother to the Lord Jesus (1:42). 

“Oh, I am glad I’ve seen the Queen of 
England, all right. I’m glad to tell peo- 
ple about her. But I'd much, much 
rather tell you boys and your boy 
friends that one day in the long, long 
ago, someone announced that the Lord 
Jesus had come. And someone, hearing 
the announcement, believed on the Lord 
Jesus and followed Him. And that same 
someone told his brother and then 
brought his brother to the Son of God. 
And somehow, I feel that the most im- 
portant thing in all the world is for 
us Christians to go and tell others about 
the Saviour and to bring them to Him. 
That’s why I have been in Africa. I’ve 
been telling men and women and boys 
and girls that God’s Son has come to 
take away their sins. 

“Look! Look out the window!” Miss 
Agnes exclaimed. “Watch those spar- 
rows. One is eating a big piece of bread. 
But notice: The moment that another 
sparrow comes along and starts eating 
at the other corner of it, the first one 
grabs it and flies off with it, keeping 
it all to himself. And the piece is really 
big enough for several sparrows. How 
selfish he is! And how selfish we are 
if we keep the good news of the coming 
of God’s Son to ourselves. Let's be like 
Andrew. Let's follow the Lord Jesus. 
Let’s tell others about Him. Let's bring 
others to Him. And let’s start being like 
Andrew this week, shall we?” 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
thé Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list. of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Going By the Book.—These are writ- 

ten, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name (John 20:31, Golden Text). Two 
men, the one a foreman, the other one 
of the earpenters under him, were 
standing on the deck of a steamship 
then on the stocks, in one of the shipbuild- 
ing yards on the Clyde. “Well, S—,” said 
the foreman, “I have been anxious to have 
a conversation with you. I’m told you are 
one of those people who say they know 
for certain that they are saved. Is that 
true?” “Yes,” said S—, “quite true; 


thank God, I know I’m saved; in fact, 
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there is nothing I’m more sure of, than 
that I’m saved.” “Well, now,” said the 
foreman, “that is something I cannot see 
through, how any man can say that he 
is saved as long as he is in this world. 
I think it is rather presumptuous for 
anyone to say so...” “Well,” said S—, 
“I’m not at all surprised at you, but 
there is a reality in being saved, in be- 
ing a child of God. and in knowing it. 
What is the breadth of this waterway?” 
The foreman, astonished at the appar- 
ent sudden change in the conversation, 
said, “Why, fourteen inches all round, to 
be sure; what makes you ask that, when 
‘you know?” “But are you quite sure 
that it is to be fourteen inches?” “Cer- 
tainly.” “But what makes you so sure?” 
“Why, I’m going by the book,” and, as 
he said so, he pulled a book out of his 
pocket, in which were marked the sizes 
and position of the various things on 
the deck. “I’m sure it is fourteen inches, 
for it is here in the book, and I got the 
book from headquarters.” “Oh! I see,” 
said S—; “now look here; that is exactly 
how I know I'm saved. I’m just going 
by the Book. It came from headquar- 
ters—it is God's Word. I found in here 
that I was a lost, condemned sinner, 
worthy of nothing but the Lake of Fire; 
but I also found that ‘God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’ I took God at His Word, and I'm 
saved; and you, too, may be saved if 
you will. Believe in Jesus; trust Him 
as your Saviour, and you are saved; 
and then you can say without presump- 
tion, I know I'm saved, for I’m going by 
the Book.”—From the Traveller’s Guide, 
compiled by Mrs. Stephen Menzies. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
Prize illustration. 


The Eye of Faith—And we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father (John 1:14). A lady was look- 
ing at a picture in the studio of J. M. W. 
Turner, the greatest of English artists 
in the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. “Mr. Turner,” she said, “I cannot 
see in Nature what you put in your pic- 
ture.” “Don’t you wish you could, 
madam?” was the calm reply. Only to 
the eye of the artist does the glory of 
Nature reveal itself; only to the eye of 
faith are the beauty and glory of the 
Lord Jesus revealed. — From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Look at the Master.—We beheld his 
glory. Behold the Lamb of God 
(John 1:14, 29). When Leonardo da 
Vinci finished painting “The Last Sup- 
per,” he invited friends to view it. A 
chorus of “Ohs” and “Ahs” soon greeted 
him. They were all enamored by the 
wonderful. lace tablecloth, the product 
of the painter’s genius. All they talked 
of was the artistic lacework. Leonardo 
then reached for a brush, dipped it into 
his paint and with one bold stroke wiped 
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out the lacework. To the astonished 
assembly he then said, “Fools, look at 
the Master’s face!” The friends almost 
missed the glory of that painting by 
looking at the lacework. Today in the 
presence of the wonderful gift of God, 
we need some painter of eternal truth 
to exclaim, “Look beyond the lacework 
—look at the Master’s face."—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Why He Couldn’t Stop Speaking.—This 
was he of whom I spake (John 1:15). 
Bishop Houghton, speaking at a Pocket 
Testament League Rally, told the story 
of a quiet Chinese man who was con- 
stantly being teased by his friends be- 
cause he had no tales to tell, nothing 
to say. Then one day he picked up a 
little book in the road. It was a copy 
of the Gospel of St. Luke. He read it 
through three times, and although he 
had never met any Christians, he be- 
came a Christian, and then, of course, 
could not keep the good news to him- 
self. It was not long before his friends 
almost grew weary of hearing it. They 
said: “What has happened to you? You 
used never to speak, and now you can- 
not stop speaking and telling us all about 
Jesus.” Bishop Houghton commented, 
“*We cannot but speak of the things that 
we have seen and heard,’ said the early 
apostles. And today the Christian 
church is divided into two sets of people, 
those who say, ‘We cannot,’ and the others 
who join with the apostles, and who say, 
‘We cannot but .”"—From “Vision 
and Venture.” Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Secret Supply.—And of his ful- 
ness have all we received (John 1:16). I 
have a pipe that brings water down 
from a small cistern that holds a gallon. 
Such a cistern is soon emptied. But if 
it be connected with a lake, miles long, 
I find to my surprise that the cistern, 
though it still holds only a gallon, has 
suddenly become inexhaustible. My 
heart is the gallon cistern, and soon 
runs dry; but once connected with God 
it never can, and I am able to give, and 
give, and give to all. 

When all created streams are dry, 
Thy fullness is the same. 
May we with this be satisfied 
And glory in Thy name. 
—From A. T. S., in an old devotional 
calendar. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Where Did You Wash?—For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17). A 
missionary had roped off his space and 
had begun to make preparations for his 
stay among the Africans. The little 
black children gathered around in open- 
eyed wonder at the vision of a man 
working with a pair of hands that were 
absolutely white. By and by one little 
fellow mustered up courage to crawl 
under the ropes. Then he crept across 
to the grass where the man was. work- 
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ing. Then the man felt the touch of 
little fingers upon the leg of his trousers. 
Little by little they crept up until they 
took hold of that wonderful white hand. 
A moment they clutched fast. Then, a 
childish voice piped out, “Oh, Mission- 
ary, won’t you please tell me the name 
of the river where you washed your 
hands?” Friend, will you tell me the 
name of the river where you washed 
your sullied soul? Was it called Law, 
or was it called Grace? Can the Com- 
mandments wash away the deep-dyed 
stains of a sinner’s soul? Surely not. 
Only Jesus Christ can do this—From 
James H. McConkey. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Uncoupled Coaches. — And looking 
upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Be- 
hold the Lamb of God (John 1:36). Two 
travelers, who fancied they were abun- 
dantly able to take care of themselves, 
entered a railway carriage when the 
train was being made up and found com- 
fortable seats. They had dropped into 
conversation when the porter looked in 
and told them to go forward. “What is 
the matter with this coach?” they asked. 
“Nothing,” he grinned, “only it ’t aint 
coupled on to anything that'll ‘take you 
anywhere.” That is the trouble with so 
many creeds and theories—they sound 
well, but they do not take you any- 
where. The soul that would journey 
heavenward must make sure of the 
coupling. This is it, “Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.”—From Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, 
Ohio. e 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1105) 


1. As Matthew shows Christ the King, 
and Mark Christ the Servant, and Luke 
Christ the Man, so John shows Christ 
the eternal Son of God. 

2. That we might believe and live (20: 
31). 

3. (1) In relation to God (vs. 1, 2); 
(2) in relation to creation (v, 3); (3) in 
relation to man (v. 4). 

4. The Word. See 1 John 1:1; Revela- 
tion 19:13. 

5. John 1:14; 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

6. He came after John historically on 
the earthly scene, but He was before 
John as eternity is before time, and had 
precedence of rank over him. 

7. Probably it signifies one blessing of 
grace following another in endless suc- 
cession. 

8. John 1:18; Colossians 1:15; 1 Tim- 
othy 6:16. 

9. From Isaiah 40:3. 


10. Andrew (see 1:40), and probably 
John the writer of the Gospel, who 
speaks of himself anonymously. 


Etmuurst, IL. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A “Round Table” Contributer 
Called Home 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 

who use the “Illustration Round 
Table” each week in the Sunday school 
lesson pages of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times will recall the frequent appear- 
ance, over a period of many years, of 
the name of Mrs. S. J. Beeker of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., as one of the senders. Word 
received from her daughter, Miss Mabel 
King Beeker, tells of her mother’s abur~ 
dant entrance into the presence of her 
Lord on Sunday, November 15. It 
brought to a close a long and useful 
earthly service for her Lord and Master 
in soul-winning and teaching the Scrip- 
tures. She began teaching Sunday 
school] classes when she was sixteen, and 
was active in church and Sunday school 
work and attendance right up. to within 
a few days of her Home-going. Her 
husband, the Rev. S. J. Beeker, died in 
1918. 

One of Mrs. Beeker’s concerns on the 
day before she died was about the mail- 
ing of some illustrations she had pre- 
pared for the Illustration Round Table 
but which had not yet been sent. Dif- 
ficulty of breathing hindered her speech, 
but she asked for pencil and paper and 
wrote out for her daughter, “Will you 
please look on my bookshelves and send 
illustrations dated January 17 and 24 
tomorrow or next day. Only one of the 
latter, I think, three of the others.” 

Mrs, Beeker found great comfort in 
the poems of Martha Snell Nicholson, 
who has been a frequent contributor to 
Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times, One in par- 
ticular, “From a Loved One in Heaven,” 
she sent to many bereaved friends and 
acquaintances, and she left a copy for 
her daughter. It begins: 

I would not have you grieve for me today 

Nor weep beside my vacant chair. 
Could you but know my daily portion 
here 
You would not, could not, wish me 
there. 
And closes: 
And so my loved ones, do not grieve for 
me 
Around the family board today; 


Instead, rejoice, for we are one in Him, 
And so I am not far away. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1954 


HE Sunpay Scuoo. Times list of les- 
sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1954 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Aessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school, 
It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
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well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SuNnDAY SCHOOL TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N., Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1954 lesson list. 


“ 


Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1954 


TTRACTIVE Scripture wall calen- 

dars find a ready welcome in many 
Christian homes. They are widely used 
for inexpensive gifts for friends, for Sun- 
day school classes, and the like. The 
1954 Scripture Art Calendar offered this 
year by THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
measures 10x16 inches. On the cover is 
a large, full-color reproduction of the 
head of Christ from Hofmann’s well- 
known painting of “Christ and the Rich 
Young Man.” Twelve inside calendar 
pages carry a different full-color repro- 
duction of a famous painting for each 
month, measuring 8%4x4% inches. Such 
subjects as Hofmann’s “Annunciation to 
Mary,” “Mary at the Tomb,” and “Visit 
of the Wise Meh”; Tissot’s “Pharisee and 
Publican”; Plockhorst’s “Jesus Walking 
on the Water”; and Stemler’s “Jesus in 
the Carpenter Shop,” and the like, are 
included. 

Large, easy-to-read numerals mark the 
days of the current month, and the pre- 
ceding and following months are shown 
in small size on each page. There is a 
Scripture verse for each weekday and 
a memory verse for each Saturday. The 
International Uniform Lesson title, 
Scripture reference, and Devotional 
Reading references are shown for each 
Sunday. In addition references for daily 
Bible portions are listed for each month 
to encourage everyday Bible reading. 
Quarterly phases of the moon are shown 
on the proper days. 

These colorful Scripture calendars are 
modestly priced. They may be had for 
35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 
for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22; prices for 
larger quantities upon request. Just ask 
for the 1954 Scripture Art Calendar, 
sending your request with your name, 
address, and remittance to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St. 
Philadelphia 5. 
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CHRISTIAN COUPLE 


To take charge of small home for delinquent boys, 
age 10 to 14. Man must be able to furnish spiritual 
and some vocational guidance—woman to act as cook, 
and assist in the general operation of home. _ Please 
give age, present occupation, educational background, 
experience, etc. Furnish picture, children if any in 
family, and state salary expected. Send replies to 


NEW LIFE BOYS’ RANCH 
Walter Haman, Director Harleysville, Pa. 





MAUR This Month 


at 
MOODY PRESS 


THE PASTOR AND HIS 


LIBRARY 
by Dr. Elgin S$. Moyer 


A book for ministers and students who 
wish to set up their libraries with nor- 
mal procedures of the Dewey Decimal 
System. The author goes far beyond 
the technical aspects and gives valu- 
able counsel on keeping the worker's 
tools in order so that he can find what 
he wants inahurry. 160 pages, $2.50 






A COMMENTARY ON THE 
PAULINE EPISTLES 
by Dr. Charles B. Williams 


A popularly written commentary, built 
on a keen exegesis of the original lan- 
guage, by the author of the Williams’ 
translation of the New Testament. The 
author here again exhibits his special 
ability to put into simple language the 
great concepts of the Greek New Tes- 
tament. Over 500 pages, $5.95 


SEBS sssseaeae 






RECENT % BOOKS 







THE CREATION FRETS. 
THEORIES AND 
FAITH 

by Theodore L. Handrich 


This book presents the 
various possible Chris- 
tian positions that can 
legitimately be held 
concerning creation, as 
well as shows the changing concepts of 
modern science. It contains amassed 
evidences from almost every relevant 
field of study, with special emphasis on 
geology. Over 300 pages, $3.95 


FAITH’S CHECKBOOK 
by Charles H. Spurgeon 
Formerly printed in a pocket size and 
titled Checkbook on the Bank of Faith, 
this daily devotional guide now comes 
in a beautiful gold brocaded jacket 
that will make it readily acceptable 
for a gift volume. It is the kind of book 
that will be kept on night stands and 
dressing tables to start or end the day. 
374 pages, $3.00 


At your Christian bookstore, or 
MOODY PRESS 
CHICAGO 10 ILLINOIS 
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dand of crying stomachs. 
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Eleven Million Witnesses 
(Continued from page 1101) 


island, these men are transferred to 
the Second, and then to the First Re- 
placement Center—their last stop before 
moving up to the front lines. Here each 
incoming unit is assembled. PTL teams 
preach the message of salvation through 
faith in Christ, and give each man a copy 
of the Gospel of John. One of our in- 
terpreters, looking through a heavy mail 
‘and observing that many decision slips 
taken from the Gospels were coming 
from the men at the fighting front, re- 
minded us that many of these men will 
never return from that front. The 
wounded. we can reach, back in the hos- 
pitals. How terribly important it is to 
reach in these replacement centers those 
who are marching to their death. 

The League’s World War II experi- 
ences. are being duplicated today in 
Korea among our own American Sol- 
diers, as we have seen theaters and 
chapels filled with troops. We are using 
the Billy Graham film, “Mr, Texas,” with 
good effect, following it up with strong 
evangelistic messages, and placing copies 
of the Gospel of John in the hands of 
these fine young men of ours who need 
the Gospel no less than the Koreans, 

We have been glad to note the fine 
caliber and deep earnestness and con- 
cern of many of our chaplains in Korea. 
They need and deserve our prayer sup- 
port. 

Refugees and prisoners of war also 
have a large place in the PTL Scripture 
distribution and evangelization program. 
On one occasion, we drove the sound 
truck to the outskirts of Pusan to help 
dedicate a church in a refugee area. 
It was a “hokoban” church, made of 
flimsy, thin wooden boards, with paper 
windows, and roofed with flattened 
American beer cans. On the street out- 
side, a message was preached and an 
offer was made of a free Gospel to every 
Korean who came to church from the 
area. 

Many were already inside, but in no 
time was the church filled. Koreans 
seem to be as hungry for spiritual food 
as they are for rice—and Korea is a 
As the League 
co-operated with evangelical missionary 
groups in Japan, so we are working with 
these groups in Korea as supplies of 
Scriptures are forthcoming through the 
equally important co-operation of Chris- 
tian friends back in America. For we 
can continue to preach and distribute 
God’s Word in Korea, Formosa, and 
Japan only as yau who love the Lord 
pray and provide from the home front. 


We need Gospels and Testaments in 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and English, 
to give to the people of the Orient, re- 
membering that the Word of God had 
its origin through God-inspired men of 
the Orient. In the words of President 
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Rhee, “What else can bring cheer, com- 
fort, and hope?” The American address 
of the Pocket Testament League, Inc., 
is 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, and 
Mr. Alfred A. Kunz is the executive 
director. 
Tokyo, JAPAN. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 3 


1. What Is Sin? 
(Rom. 7:13-25; 1 John 3:4; 5:17a) 
Topics ate copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE first four topics in the new year 

are on the theme of “Sin and the 
Gospel.” They are intended to help us 
See something of the nature of sin, how 
it came into the world, what are its ef- 
fects, and what God has done in provid- 
ing the remedy for it, 


¥ 


Some of us will recall, no doubt, the 
definition of sin that we learned from 
the Shorter Catechism. It reads, “Sin 
is any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the law of God.” The ex- 
planation that follows reads, “Any want 
of conformity—the not agreeing in any 
respect with. Transgression of the law of 
God—breaking in any way the com- 
mandments of God.” It includes any igno- 
rant transgression as well as any willful, 
deliberate act of disobedience or coming 
short of God’s will. 


ye 
Man, in order to excuse himself from 
responsibility for sin, has invented a 


number of speculations regarding it that 
have fooled many. One is that Sin is 
merely sensuousness and that the body 
is the source of, and the executor of, all 
evil desire. Many of the ancient philos- 
ophies were based on this speculation 
and a surprisingly largé number of peo- 
ple hold to this idea in one form or 
another even today. They try by de- 
spising, or neglecting, or punishing the 


~body in one way or another to get rid of 


sin. The answer to this false idea is that 
the worst of human sins, such as pride, 
cruelty, unbelief, and hatred of God are 
wholly the sins of the mind and bear no 
relationship to the body. 

The second false idea regarding sin is 
that it is merely ignorance or imper- 
fection. This is essentially an effort to 
place the blame for sin upon God rather 
than upon man, or, if God is ignored, to 
excuse man on the ground that he is 
merely moving upward and will some 
day attain the mastery over sin. If this 
theory were true, then the cultured or 
educated or civilized would be more 

















Lesson for January 3 


righteous than the ignorant. To any 
right thinking person this is absurd. 

The third mistaken notion regarding 
sin is that it is merely selfishness. It is 
true that selfishness is sin, but it is wrong 
to say that sin is merely selfishness, for 
unbelief, or malice, or hatred toward 
God does not necessarily involve selfish- 
ness. 

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer points out 
that the Bible shows us three principal 
aspects of sin: 

1. Sin is an act. This includes not only 
the performance of an act, but also the 
failure to act (Rom. 3:9-19, 23; Psa. 14: 
2, 3; Isa. 53:6; 1 John 1:10). 

2. Sin is a disposition. In this sense, 
sin becomes a habit in just the same 
way that men are untrue or profane by 
habit. and the habit of sinning becomes 
a disposition to sin. 

3. Sin is a state. It is a state in which 
the whole human race finds itself by in- 
heritance (Rom. 5:12). Men, since Adam, 
do not become sinners by sinning. They 
sin because they are sinners. Apart from 
the remedy that God has provided for 
sin, man can do nothing about it any 
more than he lift himself off the 
eround by pulling up on his own boot- 
straps. Every vestige of hope that man 
has, therefore, for deliverance from the 
penalty and the power of sin centers in 
what God has done through the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 3:18, 36; Rom, 3:9, 19; 11: 
32; Gal. 3:22). 


can 


ad 

God’s Word also makes it very clear 
how man came to the act and dispdsition 
and state of sin. He was created sinless 
and in the image of God (Gen. 1). Al- 
though in the image of God, he was still 
a creature and therefore not inherently 


holy, which is a primary attribute of 
God. By divine plan man was given an 
intelligence and moral nature, but he 


was also given the right of choice to 
obey or disobey God. He chose, as 
Genesis 3 shows us, to listen to the voice 
of Satan, a fallen angel, and to disobey 
God, whereupon he incurred for himself, 
and also for the entire human race, of 
which he was the head, the penalty of 
sin, which was, first, spiritual death, or 
separation from God; and eventually 
physical death, or separation of the soul 
from the body. 

In Adam’s fall, therefore, sin came 
upon the whole human race, of which 
he was the head. You and I do not fall 
today when we commit our first sin. We 
were born members of a fallen race, and 
we sin because by nature we are sinners. 
No child needs to be taught to sin, but 
every child needs to be taught and en- 
couraged to be good, 


All of this would be a very dark and 
discouraging picture if it were not for 
the glorious good news that the Word 
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lesson articles. 


his personal experiences. 


before. 
teaching for every-day living. 


Dr. Ironside’s invaluable help 
Matthew” if you wish. Just tell us to 


reader.” 


Matthew, 407 pages - $3.50 
Mark, 251 pages - - 3.00 
Luke, 723 pages, 1 volume 4.50 


John 892 pages, | volume - 1.50 


Acts. 651 pages + - ~ 4.00 
Romans, 176 pages - - 1.75 
First Corinthians, 564 pages 3.50 
Second Corinthians, 292 pages 2.25 
Galatians, 235 pages - - 2.00 
Ephesians, 341 pages - - 2.50 


one book a month. 
Nothing to do. 
arrives at your home. 


Get free copy of 
life of Dr. Ironside! 

As a special free gift, 
you will receive, abso- 
lutely free, without any 
cost or obligation to you, 
a copy of the huge, 365- 
page life of Dr. Ironside, 
“Ordained of the Lord,“ 
by E. Schuyler English. 
This $3.00 book is 
FREE with your first 
book. 

If the volume does not meet your expectations 
it may be returned within 10 days and the 
charges cancelled. 


If you would rather not mutilate your maga- 
zine, write your order. A post card will do. It 
will receive the same attention. 


Order direct from 


TIDINGS BIBLE AND BOOK STORE 


Box 384 Dept. 14 Wilson, North Carolina 
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for sermon subjects and illustrations. 
swers to many questions, and unusual helps for their lessons. 


Preachers! Sunday School Teachers! Bible Students! 


HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! 


Here’s your opportunity to study the Bible with the famous and be- 
loved Bible teacher, Dr. H. A. Ironside. 
Sunday School Times readers for his wonderful sermons and Sunday school 
He was for 18 years the pastor of Moody Church, Chicago. 
He was known the world over as a devout student of the Word’of God, a 
giant among men; simple and direct; warm and delightful in the retelling of 


These studies straight through the New Testament will give you a 
clearer understanding than you have ever had before. 
nut speculate; he draws from many, many Scriptures. 
opened to many wonderful truths of the Bible which you have never seen 
This is not dry and barren theology; this is vibrant and important 
i Preachers will find a wealth of suggestion 


There is still time to study and reach the Sunday school lessons in “John” 
We will start your subscription with “John instead of 


Highly Recommended 

“Simple and profound, Biblical and theologically sound, 

evangelical, heart-searching.’’— The Otterbein Teacher. 
“‘Makes transcendent truth understood by the average 
The King’s Business. 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET 

“Each volume is beautifully bound in dark scarlet cloth, stamped in gold; 

a lovely library edition, will give years of wear. 
Many Scriptures printed in full for your ready reference. 


Canadian and Foreign Christians are invited to subscribe on the same terms, plus only the additional postage. 


HERE’S HOW TO GET THIS SET 
Don’t invest a whole lot of money at once! 
All you buy is one book a month. 
Nothing to promise. 
You'll be amazed at how simple this plan is; how 
easy it is to buy them, just one volume at a time, as they come to your home. 


Don’t miss the clear Bible teaching, the 
warm inspiration, the answer to your ques- 


FR my | tions, the constant source of blessing, this 
@ daily counselor and guide in your home. 


Dr. Ironside is well known to 


Dr. Ironside dees 
Your eyes will be 


Sunday school teachers will find an- 


in January with 


The type is large and clear. 


Philippians, 126 pages - - - $1.50 
Colossians, 186 pages - ~ - 2.00 
Ist and 2nd Thessalonians, 

121 pages - 1.50 
Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, 

288 pages - 2.50 
Hebrews and Titus, 274 pages - 1.75 
James and Peter, 166 pages - - 2.00 
John and Jude, 296 pages - 2.50 
Revelation, with chart, 366 pages - 2.50 


Our plan is to send you 
No extra charges. 
Just pay for each book after it 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


Tidings Bible and Book Store Dept. T4 
Wilson, North Carolina 


Yes, I want to receive a volume of Dr. Iron- 
side’s exposition of the New Testament each 
month. I understand I will receive absolutely 
free his biography, “Ordained of the Lord,” 
with the first book you send me. Send me the 
first book on Matthew, with your invoice for 
$3.50 (plus sales tax if I live in North Carolina 
I will remit in 10 days. You will send me one book 
of the set each month until the entire set cf 18 
books is received. I will pay within 10 days after 
I receive each book. I may by writing you at 
least 10 days ahead of fime, stop the coming 
of any of Dr. Ironside’s books which I already 
own, or may cancel my contract by your consent 
only, in case of disability or loss of position. 





City Zone State 
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BOOKS OF PERMANENT VALUE 
For All Ages Ou catalog is FREE. Send for 


your copy today. Paramount Book 
and Bible House, Dept. S-i1, 303 Race Street, 
Cambridge, Maryland. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


« + EARLY ee 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
i DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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Share Your Christmas 


with the world’s neediest people, 
the leprosy-stricken and their 
children. 


A Christmas gift from you will 
help to make our Lord’s birth- 
day a happy day for thousands 
who are being cared for by your 
missionaries in many lands. 

Send your gift today, in His 


name, to 


American Leprosy Missions 


INCORPORATED 
156 Fifth Ave. 8-D New York 10, N.Y. 








a more of the same 


Yes, teachers and pupils like 


HIGLEY’S FAMous Pocker 


QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S.S. Lessons, Must be seen 
for full appreciation. Ask for sample. 
Quarterlies or workbooks for all 
departments. Low in price. 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 
Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
Story papers and helpful visual aids 
available 
Write for full details 

Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 
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of God brings to us concerning what God 
has done about sin, and in a later topic 
we shall see something about this pro- 
vision, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
v2 


Angels in the Path 
(Continued from second page) 


We know, in the second place, that 
there are angels in the path, because, 
like Jacob, we have all had some experi- 
ence of them in the past. Since God 
is, we may be very sure that His angels 
will meet us yet again. “The God of 


Jacob is our refuge” (Psa, 46:7). How 
they will come to us who can tell? For 
they will choose their own times. They 


may meet us clad in the shining raiment 
of joy, in a new friendship, or an un- 
looked-for success, or some heartening 
appreciation, or in a crown set upon 
some hope or endeavor. On the other 
hand, they may come dressed in the 
somber gray of some challenging re- 
sponsibility, some inescapable burden, 
some staggering self-revelation, some re- 
arrangement of circumstances and rela- 
tionships, some overturning of long- 
cherished plans and projects. Or they 
may come wearing the sable robes of 
disappointment, of grief and loss, of de- 
privation, of crippling limitation, and 
compelling weakness, or even of death 
itself. But anything that quickens con- 
science, that unseals the fountain of ten- 
der human sympathies, that thwarts evil 
design, that fortifies endurance, that 
stimulates faith to activity and loyal 
endurance, that shames self-will, and 
that thus sets us in the way of becoming 
better men and women, is clearly God's 
angel. Do not be afraid of meeting them 
in your pathway. 

We are not to expect, of course, that 
our spiritual life will necessarily be de- 
veloped by a series of critica] experi- 
ences. That is most certainly not the 
way of Christian growth. There are some 
people who only seem to understand a 
God who works in overwhelming crises. 
Not for them is the steady on-going to 
which the New Testament exhorts 
Christ’s followers. Not for them to ac- 
quire strength by strain, patience by 
tribulation, hope by experience. They 
must have emotional short cuts to the 
fulfillment of their desires. But there 
are no short cuts along the straight road 
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jcome to SHELTON COLLEGE 


> new 1187 acre suburban campus 
> enlarged liberal arts program 
> send today for your catalog 


Shelton College 








S_RINGWOOD - NEW JERSEY=> 


Lie 








December 19, 1953 


that leads to power and to attainment. 
His angels come rather to company with 
us as the living channels of His peace, 
to perfect His strength in our weakness. 
They come to impart to us the grace of 
the Lord Christ, to lead us into ever- 
deepening fellowship With Him. It is 
this ministry by which we may all con- 
fidently expect to be enriched through 
the angels we shall most surely meet 
as “with heart elate and feet with cour- 
age shod” we betake ourselves once 
again to the high road that is before us. 
So let us go forth unafraid! And let 
us be on the lookout for our angel 
helpers! We are not going to be left 
to ourselves, to a solitary pilgrimage. 
Be assured of that. Let your unchang- 
ing address in an ever-changing life be, 
henceforth, Mahanaim (Gen. 32:2). For 
us Mahanaim is a safe dwelling place. 
From thence you will go out as day suc- 
ceeds day during this coming year to 
meet al] that in your life is the equiva- 
lent of Jacob’s encounter with Esau. And 
you will not go alone, for the Lord Jesus 
Himself is the Angel of the Covenant. 
Just where, and as you need Him most, 
He will meet you, and impart His own 
life to you, and journey with you. You 
will not fail, for He will not fail you. 
And one day looking back upon all life’s 
sorrows and joys, its conflicts and vic- 
tories, you will join with the host of the 
redeemed in the chorus of His praise. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 28 to January 3 


Mon.—Proverbs 8:22-31 
From the Beginning. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I was there.” 
This “beginning” is the beginning of all 
beginnings: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was in 
the beginning with God.” Our Saviour! 
Glorious*Son of the Father, manifest in 
flesh, “from everlasting to everlasting” 
GOD, to whom all honor, glory, and 
praise shall be ascribed world without 
end! Worthy art Thou of the worship 
of the universe! Do you _ recognize 
Christ, your Saviour, as being from 
everlasting to everlasting? Pray for 
Spurgeon’s Homes, Birchington, Kent, 
Eng. 
Tues.—John 1:19-28. 

A Wilderness Witness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness.” The 
preaching of the Baptist was mostly in 
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the wilderness. People went out to him 
to hear what he had to say. Nowadays 
we seem to require all kinds of enter- 
tainment to get a crowd. What grace 
and spiritual power have we missed 
when in most of our churches we can 
scarce maintain a Lord’s. Day evening 
service and a midweek prayer meeting? 
Oh, for the Spirit’s presence and power! 
Pray for the early release of mission- 
aries still imprisoned in occupied China. 


Wed.—John 1:29-34. The Abiding Spirit. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it abode upon him.” John the Bap- 
tist by this sign, according to a special 
divine revelation, discerned who would 
baptize with the Holy Ghost (v. 33). 
As he saw the Spirit in that form abid- 
ing on Christ he exclaimed, “This is the 
Son of God” (v. 34). Have you, by 
the illumination of the Spirit, recog- 
nized and owned Jesus Christ as the 
only begotten Son of the Father? Blessed 
are al] they that know Jesus Christ as 
God manifest in the flesh. Pray for all 
missionaries in Japan. 
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Thurs.—John 1:35-42. The Christ. 


PraYer SuccesTions: “We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ.” Without controversy the 
greatest discovery in human experience 
is that of finding out that Jesus Christ 
is God manifest in flesh. He who was 
from the beginning, the “Ancient of 
days,” “The everlasting Father,” and 
“The Prince of Peace,” who placed His 
precious body and blood into the hands 
of sinful men for the putting away of 
sin, is known only by those to whom 
the Father is willing to reveal His Son. 
Have you “found” Christ and discov- 
ered that it is God who bought you with 
His own blood? (Acts 20:28). Pray for 
missionaries pioneering for God in Ma- 
laya. 


Fri.—John 1:43-51. The Son of Man. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hereafter ye 
shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man.” This title of Christ 
is found about eighty times in the Gos- 
pels. The Son of God was incarnate in 
our nature. “Clothed with our nature 
well He knows, the weakness of our 
frame; and how to shield us from the 
foe that He Himself o’ercame.” In the 
Son of God, Deity comes down to us; and 
in the Son of man He became united 
with us for the purpose of our salvation. 
Do you recognize the Lord of Glory as 
having come in the flesh? “Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth.” Pray for the pioneer mis- 
sionaries in Indonesia. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 37:1-10. Inbreathing Life. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “I will cause 
breath to enter into you, and ye shall 
live.” Ezekiel saw more than the di- 
vine restoration of Israel in vision. He 
saw also every soul’s necessity for the 
Spirit of God for salvation from sin, the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil. When 
Adam fell, the Spirit of God abandoned 
his soul. The Spirit of God, through 
the saving grace of Christ, again takes 
residence within the heart of the 
penitent. All “without the Spirit” are 
still in@their sins. Pray for the bless- 
ing of God upon missionaries in Thai- 
land. 


Sun.—John 20:19-31. The Son of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These are writ- 
ten, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name.” The point of John’s declaration 
is that the One by whom all things vis- 
ible and invisible were made, thrones, 
principalities and powers, things pres- 
ent and things to come, came into this 
world as Jesus and actually was Im- 
manuel (i.e., “God with us”). If a per- 
son believes this fact with the whole 
heart, and confesses it with his mouth 
he is a Christian. Is Jesus to you the 
Messiah Christ and Son of the living 
God? Pray for India. 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special giory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


What Will Bring Revival? - 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman _ will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 


25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 




















Written especially 
for children... 


IDEAL FOR 
CHRISTMAS GIVING! 


Cooking ~ 


compiled by Frances Youngren 
(compiler also of “Food for the Body, Food for the Soul” 
and “More Food for the Body, for the Soul’) 


A wonderful new cookbook for mother’s 
little aapen. .. one that covers just every- 
ittle 


thing a girl who is just starting to 
cook, ought to know...rules for cooking, 
dictionary of cooking terms, what to do be- 
fore cooking, how to meas- 
ure i ients ... and then 
a whole series of exciting, 
easy - to - follow, delicious 
recipes. It contains de- 
votional material suitable 
for children ... and is beau- 
tifully illustrated. 64 pages, 
coated paper cover... .$1.00 
Order “Let's Have Fun Cooking” from 
your local Christian bookstore, or write: 


MOODY PRESS 
820 N. LaSalle Street  Chicage 10, Iilinols 





THE FOLLOWING LETTER is reproduced by permission 
of Mr. George T. B. Davis, of the Million Testaments 
Campaign, who observed at first hand the work 
of two faithful missionaries in the land of Israel 


under the 


Two Faithful Wi 


Rev. A. B. Machlin 


American Association For Jewish Evangelism 


Winona Lake, Indiana 
Dear Brother Machlin: 

We returned from the land of Israel a few days ago. 
We should like to send you a little report regarding your 
missionaries who are laboring there. ‘ 

Mrs. Davis and I were deeply impressed with the fact, 
through our personal observations over a period of weeks 
in seeing and in hearing of the work that the Lord is ac- 
complishing through these two faithful servants of His, 
that He has given you two of the finest and most conse- 
crated and fruitful witnesses in that very strategic mission 


field. 

The Lord is using these two missionaries of the 
American Association for Jewish Evangelism in the win- 
ning of Jewish people to a personal faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through personal work and the gift of the Word of 
God and through the preaching of the Gospel in meetings. 

We were impressed with the spiritual growth of 
Brother Haimoff. He is being used very graciously of the 
Lord in his personal contacts with Jews in various villages, 
in his Bible classes, and also in his own home. He holds 
meetings regularly in his own home and they are very 
well attended. It was my privilege to bring a Gospel mes- 
sage at one of the meetings in Mr. Haimoff’s home. There 
were thirty people present, of whom twenty-eight were 
Jews and there was one other Gentile besides myself 
present. There was very good interest manifested in the 
preaching of the Word and three people, Jews, professed 
to accept the Lord Jesus. I mention this only to show that 
the Spirit of God is using Brother Haimoff, and that the 
people who are attending his meetings are really seeking 
the Lord. 

Mr. Haimoff’s home is an ideal place for meetings. 
It is on the first floor of a large apartment building and is 
in a very nice section of Jerusalem. It has been necessary 
for Mr. Haimoff to have the carpenter open the wall be- 
tween the living room and the dining room in order to 
make a meeting room large enough to accommodate the 
people who are regularly attending these Bible classes, 
which are held each week in the home. It is a real cause 
for thanksgiving that this apartment which serves both as 
a home and as a hall for weekly meetings is so suitable 
in every way, as it is easy of access and in pleasant sur- 
roundings and is nicely furnished. It is also light and airy. 

Now about Mrs. Benrey. We believe that this Hebrew 
Christian is filled with the Spirit of God in a special meas- 
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tnesses in Israel 


ure. She is a woman of prayer 
and is very useful in witnessing to 
souls and very fruitful in bringing 
them to a definite decision to re- 
| ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as per- 
! sonal Saviour. The Lord is gra- 
; ciously using Mrs. Benrey in 
; planting the good seed of the Word 
of God in the hearts of many Jews, 
‘+ not only in Jerusalem but in Tel 
’ Aviv-Jaffa, and in other towns and 
cities of Israel — through personal 
work and in meetings in homes. 

Mrs. Benrey had a great deal of trouble in securing 
the home but it seems to be very definitely the Lord’s 
provision. It is in a quiet section of the city and very 
private and easy of access. A good number of Jews come 
to her individually seeking to know the truth and she is 
able to deal with them privately in her home without 
being disturbed. 

There is one need that we noticed in connection with 
Mrs. Benrey’s home. And just here we want to mention 
how deeply she appreciates the refrigerator that your 
Committee so kindly assisted her in obtaining. It is a great 
blessing to her and saves her from standing in line for 
hours each day to secure a little piece of ice. But when we 
arrived in Israel the weather was still cold and we found 
that Mrs. Benrey did not have facilities for taking the 
chill from the rooms in her stone dwelling. Those houses 
become very cold during the chilly weather. She was not 
able to use her little oil stove as the odor and the smoking 
of the little stove aggravated her susceptibility to colds 
and coughing. So she does not use the oil stove. 

We mention the above matter for consideration by 
your Committee. Let me say that Mrs. Benrey did not ask 
us to bring this to your attention but we did notice that she 
suffers from colds which were likely caused by the chilliness 
of her home. This worker is so valuable to the cause of 
Christ in Israel that we feel that if it were possible for 
your Committee to make a gift to Mrs. Benrey of an oil 
burner to put in her main room it would be for the good of 
the work as well as her health. If you are interested, we 
have a missionary friend in New York who seems to be 
able to get specially large discounts on equipment sent for 
the use of missionaries. I believe this Perfection Burner 
costs about $100 (plus customs). The Griebenows had 
several sent out by their Board in New York for use in 
their mission home. 

We do want to assure you again that our own hearts 
were greatly refreshed and encouraged by seeing how 
graciously the Lord is using Mr. Haimoff and Mrs. Benrey 
in their ministry among the multitudes of spiritually needy 
Jewish people in the land of Israel. 

With all good wishes to you and to the members of 
your Committee; and with love in the Lord from us both, 





Yours cordially in Christ, 
George T. B. Davis 


This witness to the Jews of Israel is part of a 
ministry of evangelization and material relief 
through which the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism is reaching out to God’s 
ancient people in many lands. 


Write today for a free copy of our magazine 
SALVATION. 


JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC, 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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